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Report on the State of the Church.— From 
the Journals of the General Convention.— 
See page 311. 


Connecticut.—The state of the church 
in the diocese of Connecticut has been 
steadily improving since the last triennial 
report; and now generally appears under 
prosperous circumstances. In some in- 
stances, the increase of communicants has 
been altogether unprecedented; and in 
every parish, where the ministrations of 
the word and ordinances are regularly en- 
joyed, the congregations are advancing in 
number, zeal, and respectability. 

The foliowing churches have been finish- 
ed and consecrated, viz.—St. Paul’s, Sha- 
ron; St. John’s, Kent; St. Paul’s, Ripton ; 
St. John’s, Washington ; St. John’s, Es- 
sex; St. Paul’s, Woodbury; and Grace 
church, Hamden. These are all new, spa- 
cious, and commodious edifices, reflectin 
great credit on the zeal and liberality o 
the respective parishes. St. Andrew’s 
church, in Northford, raised before the re- 
volutionary war, having been compietely 
refitted and finished, has also been conse- 
erated. The churches in Hartford and 
Bridgeport, in consequence of the increas- 
ing demand for seats, have been so alter- 
ed as to accommodate their growing con- 
gregations. Three other churches are now 
building in the diocese. 

The following persons have been admit- 
ted to the holy order of deacons :—Edward 
Rutledge, since removed to South-Caroli- 
na; Daniel Somers, since removed to Ma- 
ryland ; Beardsley Northrup, lately a mi- 
nister of the Methodist connexion; David 
Botsford, since deceased; Bennet Glover ; 
Thomas Warner, late of the Associate Re- 
formed Church in New-York; Moses P. 
Bennet, since removed to Pennsylvania; 
Seth B. Paddock ; Palmer Dyer, since re- 
moved to New-York; John M., Garfield ; 
Lemuel B. Hull; William Jarvis; and 
Ransom Waruer. 

The following deacons have been adm.it- 
ted to the holy order of priests :—The 
Rev. Peter G. Clarke; the Rev, Origen P. 
Holcomb ; the Rev. George B. Andrews ; 
the Rev. Thomas Warner, since removed 
to the island of St. Croix, West-Indies ; 
the Rev. Beardsley Northrup; and the 
Nev. Seth B. Paddock. 

The following clergymen have been re- 
moved by death—-The Rev. Richard Mans- 
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held, D. D. at the age of 97; the Rev. John 
Tyler, also at a very advanced age; the 
Rev. William Smith, D. D, and the Rev. 
David Botsford, deacon. 

The Rev. Solomon Blakesley has remov- 
ed to the eastern diocese, and the Rev. 
Jonathan Judd to Maryland; and the fol- 
lowing clergymen have been received into 
the diocese :—The Rev. Ambrose S. Todd, 
and the Rev. Stephen Jewett, from New- 
York; the Rev. William J. Buikley, and. 
the Rev. Henry R. Judah, from Maryland; 
and the Rev. Stephen Beach, from Ver- 
mont, employed as a missionary 

The clergy of the diocese consist at pre~ 
sent of the bishop, forty presbyters, and 
four deacons : and the following persons 
are candidates for holy orders :—William 
Shelton, George Shelton, —— Todd, Ed- 
ward Ives, Hector Humphreys, Enoch 
Huntington. 

The rite of confirmation has been admi« 
nistered to rising of 1600 persons. 

For the purpose of preserving that strict 
regard to the canons and rubrics of the 
church, which is one of the characteristice 
of the diocese, the cenvocations of the cler- 
gy have been employed in settling an uni- 
form practice throughout the respective 
parishes ; and it is believed that departures 


from the established rules of the church 


seldom or never occur. 

The Society for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge, having determined to de- 
vote its receipts for the present to the sup- 
port of missionaries within the diocese, has 
been enabled, by the annual collections in 
the several parishes, and by the aid of aux- 
iliary societies established in many of 
them, to employ two or three active mis- 
sionaries, whose labeurs have been already 
crowned with the most flattering success. 

The agent for the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society has visited a few of 
the larger parishes in the diocese, for the 
purpose of making collections, and his suc- 
cess has been such as to afford an earnest 
that the claims of that society will not be 
neglected in Connecticut. 

The episcopal fund, partly through the 
munificence of the state administration, 
and pore by the liberality of the respec- 
tive parishes in the diocese, now amounts 
to a sum nearly sufficient to give to the 
bishop an adequate support. 

Sunday echools are generally establish - 
ed throughout the diocese; and by the 
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adoption of measures for pursuing a sys- 
tematic course of instruction, are becom- 
ing highly beneficial to the interests of the 
church. 

A memorial is now before the state le- 
gislature, praying for the charter of a col- 
lege, to be located either in ttartford, 
Middletown, or New-Haven, and to be un- 
der the patronage and direction of epis- 
copalians. 

Amid the general prosperity of the 
church in Connecticut, however, it is not 
to be disguised that there are some cir- 
camstances of an unfavourable tendency. 
Many of the parishes are still small and 
depressed ; and in consequence of the fre- 
quent emigrations from the state, are 
sometimes deprived of their most active 
members. These are only partially sup- 
Plied; as, in many cases, one clergyman 
has the care of two, three, or more pa- 
rishes; and even with this laborious 
charge, it too frequently happens that his 
support is altogether disproportioned to 
his labours. But the hope is indulged, that 
through the instrumentality of mission- 
ary exertions, the Lord will cause the 
waste places to be repaired, and the whole 
diocese to become a flourishing portion of 
his vineyard. 


New-York.—The diocese of New-York 
contains eighty-nine clergymen, (viz.— 
The bishop, sixty-nine presbyters, and 
nineteen deacons,) and 127 congregations. 

Since the last stated General Conven- 
tion, the following persons have been or- 
dained deacons viz.—Benjamin Dorr, Am- 
brose S. Todd, (since removed to Connec- 
ticut,) Henry P. Powers, (since removed 
to New-Jersey,) Moses Burt, Peter Wil- 
liams, jun. (a coloured man,) James P. F. 
Clarke, William Thompson, (since remov- 
ed to Petunsylvania,) George W. Doane, 
Lawson Carter, Ezra B. Kellogg, (since re- 
moved to Ohio,) Phineas L. Whipple, Wil- 
liam B. Thomas, Algernon S. Hollister, 
Alonzo P. Potter, Manton Eastburn, Tho- 
mas K. Peck, Levi S. Ives, William S. Irv- 
ing, Richard Bury, William L. Johnson, 
—— removed to New-Jersey,) Seth W. 

eardsley, Burton H. Hecox, John Sellon, 
aud Agustus L. Converse—total 24- 

The following deacons have been ordain- 
ed priests, viz.—The Rev. George Upfold, 
M. D. the Rev, Alexis P. Proal, the Rev. 
Charles M‘Cabe, the Rev. Leverett Bush, 
the Rev. Henry M. Shaw, (since removed 
to Maryland,) the Rev. William Barlow, 
the Rev. John Grigg, the Rev. Francis H. 
Cuming, the Rev. Deodatus Babcock, the 
Rev. Marcus A. Perry, the Rev. William 
Richmond, the Rev. William H. De Lan- 
cey, (since removed to Pennsylvania,) the 
Rev. I.awson Carter, the Rev. James P. F. 
Clarke, and the Rev. Benjamin Dorr— 
total 15. 

The institution of the following clergy- 
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men to their respective rectorships has 
taken place, viz—The Rev. William A. 
Clarke, to that of Christ Church, Balston- 
Spa, Saratoga county; the Rev. Cyrus 
Stebbins, to that of Christ church, Hud- 
son, Columbia county; the Rev. Parker 


Adams, from South-Carolina, to that of St. - 


John’s church, Johnstown, Montgomery 
county ; the Rev. Alexis P. Proal, to that 
of St. George’s church, Schenectady; and 
the Rev. Henry Anthon, to that of Trinity 
church, Utica, Oneida county. 

The following clergymen have also been 
settled in their respective stations, viz.—- 
The Rev David Huntington, rector of St. 


Paul’s and St. Mary’s churches, Charlton, © 


Saratoga county; the Rev. John V. FE. 
Thorne, from Pennsylvania, rector of St. 
George’s church, Flushing, Queen’s coun- 
ty; the Rev. William Richmond, from 
Pennsylvania, rector of St. Michael’s and 
St. James’s churches, New-York ; the Rey. 
Peter Williams, jun. (a coloured man,) 
deacon, minister of St. Philip’s church, 
New-York, of which the congregation is 
composed of coloured persons; the Rev. 
George Upfold, M. D. rector of St. Luke’s 
church, New-York; the Rev. Benjamin 
Dorr,rector of Trinity church,Lansingburg, 
Rensselaer county, and Grace church, Wa- 
terford,Saratoga county ; the Rev. Jonathan 


M. Wainwright, rector of Grace church, © 


New-York ; the Rev. George W. Doane, dea- 
con, a temporary assistant minister of Tri- 
nity church, New-York; the Rev. Lewis P. 
Bayard, from New-Jersey, rector of Trinity 
church, New-Rochelle, Westchester coun- 
ty; the Rev. Samuel Phinney, rector of St- 
John’s church, Ithica, Tompkins county ; 
the Rev. William B. Thomas, deacon, mi- 
nister of Trinity church, Fishkill, Dutch- 
ess county ; the Rev. William S. Irving, 
deacon, minister of St. Mark’s church, Le 
Roy, Genesee county; the Rev. Seth W. 
Beardsley, deacon, minister of Christ 
church, Sackett’s Harbour, Jefferson coun- 
ty; the Rev. James P. F. Clarke, rector of 
St. John’s church, Canandaigua, Ontario 
county; the Rev. Richard Bury, deacon, 
minister of Christ church, Duanesburgh, 
Schenectady county; the Rev. Manton 

Zastburn, deacon, assistant minister of 
Christ church, New-York.. 

The Rev. John Sellon, deacon, officiates 
to a congregation which occupies the 
building formerly the parish church of the 
parish of Christ church; which congrega- 
tion, it is expected, will soon be organized. 

Twenty missionaries are at present em- 
ployed in this diocese ; of whom the fol- 
lowing have entered on their duties since 
the last stated General Convention :—The 
Rev. Marcus A. Perry, from the eastern di- 


ocese; the Rev. Algernon S. Hollister, 
deacon; the Rev. Thomas K. Peck, dea- 
con; the Rev. Levi S. Ives, deacon; the 
Rev. Palmer Dyer, deacon, from Connec- 
ticut; the Rey. Lawson Carter; the Rev: 
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Phineas L. Whipple, deacon: the Rev. Mo- 
ses Burt, deacon; the Rey. Frederick T. 
Tiffany, deacon; and the Key. David 
Brown. 

The foHowing persons are candidates 
for orders :—George M. Robinson, Eleazar 
Williams, Samuel R. Johnson, Augustus 
G. Danby, David Osborne, Henry N. Hotch- 
kiss, Richard Salmon, Orsimus H. Smith, 
Marvin Cady, W. W. Bostwick, Edward 
K. Fowler, W. C. Meade, Samuel Morse, 
Edward Neufville, jun. Cornelius k. Duffie, 
Lewis Bixley, William R. Whittingham, 
Danforth Billings,James L.Yvonnet, Benja- 
min Holmes, Isaac Low, Henry J. White- 
house, Charles P. Elliot, John Duer—24. 

It has pleased the Divine Head of the 
church to preserve this diocese from apy 
loss of its clergy by death. It is painful, 
however, to be obliged to notice that the 
Rev. James P. Cotter, a presbyter, and the 
Rev. Asahel Davis, a deacon, of the diocese, 
have been displaced from their respective 
grades in the ministry, under the seventh 
canon of the General Convention of 1820. 

The following churches have been dul 
organized, and received into union wi 
the convention of this diocese :—St. John’s 
church, Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence coun- 
ty; Zion church, Russel, St. Lawrence 
county ; St. Mary’s church, Chariton, Sara- 
toga county; St. Luke’s church, ~New- 
York; St. John’s church, Ithica, Tomp- 
kins county; Trinity church, Fredonia, 
Chatauque county; Trinity church, Cherry 
Valley, Otsego county.—Total 7. 

The following churches have been 
consecrated by the bishop :—St. Luke’s 
church, Rochester, Monroe county; St. 
Paul’s church, Buffalo, Erie county; St. 
George’s church, Flushing, Queen’s coun- 
ty; St. Luke’s church, New-York ; Grace 
church, Jamaica, Queen’s county ; St. Phi- 
lip’s church, New-York, (rebuilt after de- 
struction by fire;) Christ church, Bing- 
hamton, Broome county; Christ church, 
New-York —8. 

The churches at Fiushing and Jamaica 
have been erected in the place of former 
edifices, which had gone to decay. Christ 
church, New-York, has been built by the 
old parish of that name, who have dispos- 
ed of their former church; the present 
situation of which is noticed above. 

Again—the third time in less than eight 
vears—the members of our communion in 
the city of New-York, have lost a church 
by fire. In December, 1821, St. Philip’s 
was destroyed. It is highly creditable, 
however, to the prudence of the vestry of 
that church, which is composed of colour- 
ed persons, that the building was insured. 
This circumstance enabled them to erect 
on the same spot, the very neat edifice 
which was consecrated in December last. 

The missionary and parochial reports 
for the last three years, furnish the follow- 
ing aggregate :—baptisms (adults 529, in- 
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fants 2713, not specified 1282,) 4524— 
marriages 1112—funerals 3488. 

The number of communicants reported 
at the last convention, is 4722. 

The number of persons reported by the 
bishop as confirmed, since the last stated 
General Convention, is 1797. 

The collections for the missionary fund, 
reported at the last three conventions, 
arhount to $4603 253; and for the epis- 
copal fund, to $1866 834. 

Missionary labours continue to receive 
much attention, and to be very usefully 
prosecuted. The appointment and charge 
of the missionaries rest solely with the 
ecclesiastical authority. There are a num- 
ber of missionary societies ; but their only 
object is to collect funds to be placed at 
the disposal of the Committee for Propa- 
gating the Gospel, which is appointed by 
the conyention, and of which the bishop is, 
ex officio, chairman. Asan important por- 
tion of our western country is included 
within the bounds of New-York, and the 
rapid increase of its population renders 
obvious the duty of extending to it pro- 
portionable means for the diffusion of the 
principles and practice of the gospel, it is 
gratifying to find this section dou church 
bestowing its efforts in this way. There 
are annually raised, in various ways, within 
the diocese, and devoted to this object, 
about $2500. The reports of the mission- 
aries afford the gratifying hope that much 

od to religion and the church is thus ef- 
fecting. 

Besides these missionary exertions at 
home, the members of the church in this 
diocese lent a willing ear to the late ear- 
nest and affecting appeal of the bishop of 
Ohio for assistance to the missionary soci- 
ety of that diocese, from the more favour- 
ed sections of the church in the Atlantic 
states. It appears by the returns of the 
agent of the Ohio society, that of the 
$2911 9, raised by him, $1339 17, were 
from the diocese of New-York. 

The several societies of the chureh in 
this diocese continue their beneficial ope- 
rations. Under their auspices, Bibles{ 
Common Prayer Books, and Religious 
‘Tracts, are distributed in considerable 
numbers, funds are raised for missionary - 
purposes, and the benefits of gratuitous 
Sunday instruction extended to a large 
number of children and others. As con- 
nected with this latter branch of religious 
charity, may be mentioned the existence 
and successful operation, in the city of 
New-York, of an episcopal charity school, 
originally established long before the re- 
volution, but lately enl and organized 
on Dr. Bell’s system, extending daily in- 
struction to 250 poor children, and parti- 
cularly devoted to their improvement in 
christian knowledge and piety. 

It appears by the address of the bisho 
to the last convention, that there is now 
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fair prospect of securing, at Geneva, in 
this diocese, what has been so long a de- 
sideratum in our church—a college, to be 
under the management and direction of her 
members. Should the efforts to this end 
prove successful, as there is every reason 
to hope they will, very essential benefit to 
the cause of our church and religion, may 
be anticipated. 

To this notice of matters relating to the 
outward state of the church in this dio- 
cese, it is gratifying to be able to add, that 
there is reason to hope, that in the much 
more essential point of spiritual prosperity, 
the divine blessing continues to rest upon 
it ; and that in the enjoyment of this, very 
satisfactory evidence is afforded of the na- 
tural tendency of the institutions of our 
church, and of conscientious adherence to 
her primitive and evangelical order,to pro- 
mote the interests of true gospel piety, and 
with them, the glory of the Saviour, and 
the spiritual and eternal good of his people. 


New-Jersey —In New-Jersey the church 
continues gradually to improve. The 
number of clergymen is thirteen; the bi- 
shop, nine presbyters, and three deacons. 
The number of congregations is twenty- 
eight; eighteen of which have the enjoy- 
ment of regular service ; the remainder, 
of occasional service by a missionary. The 
number of churches is twenty-five, which, 
with one exception, are in excellent repair. 
A new one, of considerable size, to be con- 
structed of stone, is in progress in New- 
ton, in Sussex county, in which place no 
episcopal church has ever been erected. 

Since the last stated General Convention, 
the bishop of the diocese has admitted to 
deacons’ orders, John Mortimer Ward; 
and the following deacons, viz. the Rev. 
Richard F. Caudle, and the Rev. Henry P. 
Powers, to priests’ orders. , 

Within the same period, the Rev. Lewis 
P. Bayard has removed to the diocese of 
New-York ; the Rev. Simon Wilmer, to 
the diocese of Virginia; the Rev. Augus- 
tus Fitch, deacon, to the diocese of New- 
York; the Rev. Daniel Higbie, to the di- 
ocese of Delaware; the Rev. George H. 
Woodruff, (since deceased, ) to the diocese 
of Pennsylvania; and the rev. Abiel Car- 
ter, to Savannah, in Georgia. 

The bishop has also, within that time, 
instituted the Rev. Richard F. Cadle, to 
the rectorship of St. John’s church, Salem ; 
the Rev. Jacob M. Douglass, to the rector- 
ship of Trinity church, Swedesborough ; 
and the Rev. Henry P. Powers, to the rec- 
torship of Trinity church, Newark. 

The Rev. John M. Ward has taken 

harge of St. Peter’s church, Spotswood, 
and St. Peter’s, Freehold; and the Key. 
Wm. L. Johnson, late of the diocese of New- 
York, of St. Michael’s church, Trenton. 

Robert B. Croes is at present the only 
tandidate for holy orders. 
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The number of baptisms reported to the 
last three diocesan conventions, is four 
hundred and twenty-three. The number 
of persons who have been confirmed, is 
two hundred and eleven. The communi- 
cants in the diocese amount to about se- 
ven hundred and forty.” Attention is ge- 
nerally paid to the canons and rubrics of 
the church, and her authority is respected 
in the diocese. 

The Sunday schools are flourishing, and 
promise much good. Very considerable 
benefit is derived from the missionary 
fund, which is gradually increasing. It has 
already been the means, under the divine 
blessing,of preserving and rescuing seve- 
ral churches from impending ruin, and of 
fostering and improving the condition of 

others. 

The fund of the Corporation for the Relief 
of Widows andChildren of Clergymen,is like- 
wise in a very prosperous state; upwards 
of $8000 of which are now at interest. 

The Episcopal Society of this diocese, 
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge 
and Piety, which was instituted princi- 
pally for the distribution of Bibles, Prayer 
Books, and Tracts, has succeeded beyond 
calculation. Its support is derived chiefly 
from four or five congregations ; yet it has 
been able, through the smiles of Provi- 
dence, to distribute, and almost altogether 
gratuitously, upwards of two thousand 
Prayer Books, besides a large number of 
Bibles, and more than five thousand Tracts. 
Its permanent fund also exceeds $1000. 

The congregations, with an occasional 
exception of one or two, are visited yearly 
by the bishop. 

From all these circumstances, it is evi- 
dent that the church in this diocese is re- 
gularly improving, both in its temporal 
and spiritual concerns. May it, under the 
blessing of its Divine Founder and Head, 
still progress, and become instrumental 
in a higher degree, to the promotion of his 
glory, and the best interests of men, 


Pennsylvania —The diocese of Pennsyl- 
vania consists at present of the bishop, 
twenty-nine presbyters, four deacons, and 
forty-four congregations. 

Since the last stated General Convention, 
the following persons have been admitted 
by the bishop of this diocese, to the holy 
order of deacons :—Charles P. M‘Tlraine, 
(since removed to the diocese of Mary- 
land,) Joseph Jaquett, Thomas H. Taylor, 
(under letters dimissory from the bishop 
of South-Carolina,) Peter Van Pelt, jun. 
(since removed to South-Carolina,) and 
Richard U. Morgan.—5. 

Within the same period, the following 
deacons have been ordained priests :— 
The Rev Charles G. Snowden, the Rev. 





*In the lest report there was an error in the 


calculation, itshouki have been seven not eight 
hundred, 
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John Rodney, jun. the Rev. William. A. 
Muhlenberg, the Rev. Samuel C. Brinckle, 
the Rev. Manning B. Roche, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Thompson, the Rev. Peter Van Pelt, 
jun. (under letters dimissory from the bi- 
shop of South-Carolina,) and the Rev. Jo- 
seph Jaquett. —8. 

The following clergymen have taken 
charge of the parishes annexed to their re- 
spective names :—-The Rev. Wm. A. Muh- 
lenberg, associate rector of St. James’s, 
Lancaster, and St. John’s, Pequea; the 
Rev. Jehu C. Clay, rector of St. James’s, 
Perkiomen, and St. John’s, Norristown ; 
the Rev. Benjamin Allen, from Virginia, 
rector of St. Paul’s, Philadelphia ; the Rev. 
William Thompson, from New-York, rec- 
tor of Trinity church, Pittsburg; the Rev. 
William H. De Lancey, from New-York, 
an assistant minister of Christ church, St. 
Peter's, and St. James’s, Philadelphia ; the 
Rev. Moses P. Bennet, from Connecticut, 
minister of Christ church, Greensburg ; 
the Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves, jun. minister 
of St. Stephen’s church, Wilkesbarré; 
the Rev. Richard U. Morgan, rector of St. 
Paul’s, Chester, and St. Martin’s, Marcus 
Hook ; the Rev. Joseph Jaquett, minister 
of St. James’s, Bristol; the Rev. Joseph 
Spencer, rector of St. John’s, Carlisle; 
the Rev. James Montgomery, rector of St. 
Stephen’s, Philadelphia; the Rev. Gregory 
T. Bedell, rector of St. Andrew’s, Philadel- 

phia; and the Rev. John PB. Bausman, jun. 
from Maryland, minister of the churches 
in Fayette county. ‘ 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Hutchins has re- 
turned from Barbadoes, and resides in 
Philadelphia. ‘The Rev. Dr. Wilson is 
professor of systematic theology in the 
general seminary. The Rev. Joseph Spen- 
cer is professor of languages in Dickinson 
college, Carlisle. The Rev. Norman Nash 

is at present officiating at Huntingdon and 
its neighbourhood. 

There are ten candidates for holy orders. 
Several young men are preparing to become 
candidates. 

This diocese has been deprived by death 
of the Rev. Joseph Turner, the Rev. Slator 
Clay, the kev. George Woodruff, and the 
Rev. Elijah G. Plumb. 

Charles G. Snowden, and Manning B. 
Roche, formerly presbyters of this church, 
have been displaced from the ministry, 
agreeably to the provisions of the seventh 
eanon of 1820. 

There have been duiy organized in this 
diocese, and received into union with its 
convention, St. Stephen’s church, Wilkes- 
barré; Trinity church, Southwark; St. 
Mark’s church, Mantua; St. Stephen’s 
church,Philadelphia; St.Andrew’s church, 
Philadelphia; and Christ church, Greens- 
burg.—6. 

The following churches have been con- 
secrated by the bishop :—St. James’s 
church, Lancaster; Trinity church, Eas- 
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ton; St. Mark’s chureh, Mantua; Trinity 
church, Southwark; and St. Stephen’s 
church, Philadelphia.—5. 

Confirmation has been administered in 
the following churches: St. John’s chureh, 
New-London; St. David’s, Radnor; St- 
James’s, Lancaster; Christ church, Lea- 
cock; St. John’s, Pequea; Trinity church, 
Easton; St. John’s, Carlisle; Christ 
church, Adams county ; St. John’s, York ; 
St. John’s, Norristown; Trinity church, 
Southwark; All Saints’ church, Lower 
Dublin; ‘Trinity church, Oxford; St. 
Mary’s, Chester county; Bangor church, 
Churchtown; and in several churches in 
the city of Philadelphia. The number 
confirmed was 618. 

The number of baptisms reported since 
the last General Convention is 1591, of 
whom 196 were adults. The number of 
communicants reported to the last dioce- 
san convention is 1606. Sunday schools 
exist in many of the parishes, and are 
flourishing. Their effects have been highly 
beneficial both upon pupils and teachers. 
1587 scholars were reported from 11 con- 
gregations. Bible classes have been es- 
tablished in some parishes, and have been 
found highly advantageous. 

In consequence of the exertions of 
some respectable ladies of the city of 
Philadelphia, a scholarship has been es- 
tablished in the theological seminary by 
the deposit of $2500 in its treasury. In 
aid of the same institution, a board of 
agents, established in Philadelphia, has 
collected $1500. 

The church in this diocese has exhibit- 
ed much interest in the concerns of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society. Several public meetings were 
held in Philadelphia to promote its im- 
portant objects. Eight auxiliary societies 
have been organized. Some of the clergy 
have been made patrons by the female mem- 
bers of their congregations. The treasur- 

er’s statement shows that in Pennsylvania 
there are 10 patrons, 9 life sukscribers, 
and 71 annual subscribers. 

The interest thus exhibited in the cause 
of this institutien, has not, and, it is trust- 
ed, will not affect the concerns of those 
societies which have been established te 
promote the welfare of the church within 
the bounds of the diocese. The society 
for the Advancement of Christianity con- 
tinues its useful labours. Fight clergy- 
men have acted as its missionaries, or 
have been assisted from its funds, while 

they were endeavouring to build up infant 
churches. Three missionaries are now in 
their employ, aud they are anxious to ob- 
tain some more. They are in possession 
of the stereotype plates from which the 
standard edition of the Book of Common 
Prayer. authorized by the last General 
Convention, is published. This society, 
and the Pilmore society of St. Paul’s, Phi- 
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ladelphia, recently established, have aided 
six young men in their preparation for 
the ministry. Tracts, homilies, and well 
selected books for Sunday schools, are pub- 
lished and distributed by societies formed 
for the purpose. The episcopal fund is 
increasing in a manner highly gratifying 
to all the members of the church. The re- 
sources of the corporation for the relief of 
widows and orphans of clergymen, are 
quite extensive; they exceed $30,000 
The venerable bishop of the diocese still 
continues at the head of the first Bible so- 
ciety ever formed in America. The an- 
nual meeting of the convention has been 
altered of late, on purpose that it may not 
interfere with the anniversary of the Bible 
Society of Philadelphia. In consequence 
of a resolution of the convention of 1822, 
the greater part of the clergy have devot- 
ed a portion of their time to vacant con- 
gregations, and to those vicinities where 
hopes are entertained that churches may 
be established. The result has been con- 
sidered higlily useful. At comparatively 
a very small expense, about 40 Sundays 
have been devoted to missionary labour, 
and a proportionable number of sermons 
have been preached. 


Delaware —The diocese of Delaware 
continues nearly in the same state it was 
at the meeting of the last General Con- 
vention, with the exception of some im- 
provements in repairing and building 
churches. There are 1¢ churches in this 
state, mostly in good repair. Nine of which 
are under the pastoral care of the three 
clergymen resident in the state. 

Immanuel’s church, at New-Castle, has 
been rebuilt, and ornamented with an ele- 
gant steeple. This was effected by the 
well directed effort of a small number of 
families. This church was consecrated last 
fall by the Right Rev. Bishop White. St. 
James’s parish, near Stanton, are building 


_ acommodious church; and some improve- 


ments have lately been made in some of 
the churches in other parts of the dio- 
eese; and we discover an increasing de- 
sire for the prosperity of our venerable 
and apostolic church in this state: and it 
appears to us that a great and effectual 
door is now open in this diocese, for the 
most zealous labours of christian mission- 
aries; and the most sanguine hopes are 
entertained that one united effort will be 
made to rescue this branch of our venera- 
ble church from final ruin. Although a 
gleam of hope beams upon the church in 
this state, yet its condition is still deplor- 
able, and speaks to the general church in 
the language of supplication, and seems to 
say,—come over and help us—help us to 
rescue this once important part of our 
church from final ruin. And may we not in- 
dulge the hope that the time is not far dis- 
tant, when under the blessing of the Great 
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Head of the church, the united efforts of 
the clergy and laity will produce a gene- 
ral reformation, and evangelical piety will 
spread its benign influence to every part 
of this diocese; and the primitive and in- 
teresting service of our church be duly 
performed in every congregation! 

There are in the state three officiatin 
clergymen, and about three huudred an 
fifty communicants. The canons and ru- 
brics of the church are in most respects 
generally observed ; and there is in some 
parts of the state a growing attachment to 
the liturgy of the church. 


Maryland.—Since the meeting of the 
last General Convention, the prosperity of 
the church in this diocese has been stea- 
dily progressive. The number of commu- 
nicants has considerably multiplied ; and 
in general there is an increasing attention, 
amung the different congregations, to the 
services of the sanctuary, and a continued 
call for the labours of devoted ministers, 
From the address of the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop to the clergy and laity assembled in 
the last convention, the following para- 
graph is an extract:—‘ When I look back 
to the depressed state of the church at the 
time I entered the holy ministry, and con- 
trast that state with its present appear- 
ances, my heart expands with joy, and 
am completely confirmed in the belief, that 
to extend the limits and the influence of 
this — apostolic church, nothing is 
wanting but a sufficient supply of wel} 
educated and faithful ministers.” 

Deeply impressed with a conviction of 
this truth, the convention had, for some 
time past, been anxious to place within 
immediate reach, such facilities as might 
encourage the efforts of those young men 
who are solicitous of being duly prepared 
for the high and responsible office of the 
gospel ministry. At their last meeting, in 
1822, the following proposal was brought 
before them—* Resolved, that it is now 
expedient, in reliance on the blessing of 
God for success, to establish a local theo- 
logical seminary.” This resolution, as ap. 
pears from the recorded votes, was adopt- 
ed by a very large and respectable majority 
of both orders. On this measure, some 
diversity of sentiment has existed. The 
house of clerical and lay deputies refrain 
from the expression of any opinion on the 
merits of this measure. To the bishop of 
the diocese, it may be deemed due to state, 
that this act of the convention has met 
with his decided disapprobation and 
strenuous opposition. The progress and 
influence of this institution are now in ex- 
periment. 

At the same convention it was also re- 
solved to establish a diocesan missionary 
society for the state of Maryland, auxili- 
ary to the Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of the Protestant Episcopa? 
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Church in the United States. A constitu- 
tion was adopted, and a board of mana- 
gers elected, of which the bishop is, ex 
officio, the president. Those societies 
which had been previously established, 
continue their operations with encourag- 
ing success. The Prayer Book and Ho- 
mily Society, especially, promises much 
aid to the general interests of the church, 
and great utility to its individual mem- 
bers. On the whole, the members of this 
diocese have reason to be thankful to the 
Great Head of the church, and to rejoice 
in those tokens for good, which they have 
been privileged to receive. 


Virginia—No material alteration has 
taken place in the condition and character 
of this church since the last report. Thie 
number of its ministers had increased un- 
til the last year, when, by deaths and re- 
movals, it was reduced to the number re- 
ported to the last triennial convention. 
Some valuable ministers have been lost to 
the state by reason of the great difficulty 
of procuring a support for them in these 
times of unparalleled pecuniary embarrass- 
ment. 

Since the last triennial convention, a 
measure which had long been deemed of 
high importance to the interests of the 
church in Virginia, has been pressed on 
the attention of its members: to wit, the 
establishment of a theological school in 
some suitable situation within the diocese. 
It has pleased a gracious Providence so to 
bless the endeavours, that the sum of 
$14,000 has been subscribed, a considera- 
ble part already paid, and a good prospect 
held out of ultimate success. The fund for 
the support of the bishop is still gradually 
increasing. 

As to the spiritual condition of the 
church, to which all outward means are 
intended to be subservient, it is hoped and 
believed that its ministers faithfully de- 
clare the whole counsel of God, that 
just views of religion prevail among the 
congregations committed to their care. 
God continues to be gracious in the gift 
of his holy spirit, and considerable addi- 
tions are made to the church of such as, 
it is hoped, shall be saved. It is particu- 
larly worthy of grateful acknowledgment, 
that an unusual display of the power of re- 
ligion has of late been witnessed in the 
town of Fredericksburg. The hearts of 
many have been most deeply affected with 
a sense of their lost condition, by nature 
and practice; they have earnestly inquired 
“what shall we do to be saved;” they 
have attended anxiously upon the assem- 
blies of God’s people ; from house to house, 
as well as in the public temple, the life 
giving word has been preached to them, 
and importunate prayer offered up to the 
God of grace for their pardon and sancti- 
fication. ‘The result has already been the 
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conversion of a goodly number to the 
Lord who bought them—and a deep s0- 
lemnity “and anxious spirit of inquiry 
seems generally to pervade the congrega« 
tion. 

Long may this happiness continue to the 
church of Fredericksburg, and may all 
the churches of our land obtain the same 
blessing from the Lord. 


Nerth-Carolina.—The prospects of the 
church in this state are equally as bright 
and encouraging as they were represented 
to be in theGeneral Convention of 1820. Its 
renewal resembles indeed less the restora- 
tion of an old and decaying, than the 
healthful growth of a young and vigorous 
plant. This appears, not only from the 
rapid augmentation which has already 
taken place in its numbers, but from the 
principles of increase which it appears to 
possess within itself. Its present prospe- 
rity is visible in the addition to the num- 
bers of its congregations and clergy, in the 
erection of new churches, in the increase 
of baptisms and communicants, in the 
greater zeal manifested for the fundamen- 
tal doctrines, and correspondent practices, 
of our holy faith in general, and of the go- 
vernment and dicipline of our church in 
particular; also in the formation of Bi- 
ble, Prayer Book, Missionary, and Tract 
societies, and societies for the encourage- 
ment of industry, and relief of indigence. 

There are at present twenty-five cons 
gregations in this state, being seventeen 
more than was reported at the General 
Convention of 1820. Most of these, how- 
ever, are small, and but badly provided 
with ministerial services. Some are at- 
tended by missionaries, at regular indeed, 
but long intervals; while many have to 
depend entirely on the occasional visits of 
the parochial clergy. This want has been 
supplied, as far as possible, by the appoint- 
ment of lay readers, and much benefit has 
apparently resulted from the measure. 
Congregations have, in some instances, 
been saved, in a good degree, from dissolu- 
tion; greater interest has been produced 
for the cause of the gospel, and a better ac- 
quaintance contracted with the more com- 
mon forms and ceremonies of the church. 

There are eight clergymen at present 
officiating in the state, viz—The Rev. 
Adam Empie, St. James’s church, Wil- 
mington; the Rev. John Avery, St. Paul’s 
church, Edenton; the Kev. William Hoo- 
per, St. John’s church, Fayetteville; the 
Rev. Richard S. Mason, Christ church, 
Newbern; the Rev. William M. Green, St. 
John’s church, Williamsborough ; the Rey. 
R. J. Miller, Christ church, Rowan coun- 
ty; the Rev. Thomas Wright, Calvary 
church, Wadesborough ; and the Rev. Ro- 
bert Davis, missionary. Besides the du- 
ties rencered to the churches to which 
they are now particularly attached,theRev, 
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Messrs. Wright, Miller, and Green, per- 
form missionary services in the congrega- 
tions nearest the field of their regular la- 
bours. Completeness has recently been 
given to the organization of the church in 
this diocese, by the election and consecra- 
tion of the Rev. J. 8. Ravenscroft, as Bi- 
shop thereof: an event which we hail with 
every demonstration of christian joy ; and 
for which we are bound to render unfeign- 
ed thanks to the Great Head of the 
church; an event which promises the most 
incalculable benefit to this portion of 
Christ’s kingdom. This diocese had, in- 
deed, as far as was practicable, been bless- 
ed with the counsel and fatherly care of 
the pious and diligent Bishop Moore, of 
Virginia; and deeply and gratefully sen- 
sible were all of the importance and be- 
nefit of his labours. But his being resident 
in another diocese, and the multiplied con- 
cerns of that diocese rendering it impos- 
sible for him to pay such attention as was 
necessary to this state—the election and 
consecration of a bishop was eagerly desir- 
ed. And unanimously has that election, 
and most happily that consecration, been 
effected. 

Since the last triennial convention, but 
three clergymen have removed from this 
stuate:—The Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, now 
rector of St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia; the 
Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves, who acted a short 
time as missionary, and is now in Penn- 
sylvania; and the Rev. John Phillips, now 
in Virginia. The following ordinations 
have taken place within the last three 
years :—The Rev. William Green, and the 
Rev. Robert Davis, to the holy order of 
deacons; and the Rev. R. J. Miller, to the 
order both of priest and deacon, in the 
vear 1821. In 1822, the Rev. William 
Hooper, the Rev. William M. Green, and 
the Kev. Thomas Wright, to the order of 
priests, The following persons are at pre- 
sent candidates for orders in this state :— 
Mr. George W. Freeman, of Warrenton ; 
Mr. George W. Hathaway, of Wadesbo- 
rough; Mr. —— Moss, of Warrenton. 

The following are lay readers :—Mr. 
George W. Hathaway, Wadesborough ; 
Mr. Walker Anderson, St. Mary’s chapel, 
Orange county; Mr Ichabod Wetmore, 
St. Matthew’s church, Renston; Mr. 
James Marsh, St. Thomas’s, Bath; Mr. 
Jarvis B. Buxton, Zion chureh, Beaufort 
county. 

A neat and commodious church has 
been erected at Warrenton; One is in ra- 
pid progress at Washington ; and a very 
elegant one is nearly completed at New- 
bern. The church at Williamsborough 
has been thoroughly repaired ; and the at- 
tention of the congregations in general 
seems to be turned to the erection of new, 
or the reparation of decayed, places of 
worsbip. 

The baptisms, since 1820, hare be¢gn 
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about 430; and the number of communi» 
cants, as at present stated, are 480; but 
this is far from being the exact number, 
as a great part of the congregations not 
having the benefit of regular ministerial 
attendance, their true state cannot be re- 
ported. 

It is evident to those who have observ- 
ed the condition of the church im this 
state, that a greater zeal for the gospel, 
and a higher standard of moral principles 
and conduct, have been produced among 
its adherents. A greater knowledge has 
been acquired of the distinguishing prin- 
ciples of our church, and an increasing at- 
tention has been paid to its forms and ce- 
remonies. 

The hope of increased prosperity de- 
pends on the prospect of greater stability 
in those congregations which have been 
already formed ; but which, as yet, walk 
with the feebleness and hesitation of child- 
hood ; on the formation of new congrega- 
tions, where churchmen are resident; and, 
lastly, on the effects produced on ground, 
not yet occupied, in places whereChristians 
of no denomination have as yet laboured, 
we may almost say, have as yet existed. 

It is believed, that, generally speaking, 
the canons and regulations of the church, 
are as regularly attended to in this, as in 
any other part of our church. 

A munificent bequest of from fourteen 
to fifteen thousand dollars has been recent- 
ly made by the late Mrs. Blount, of Tarbo- 
rough, for the purpose of erecting a church 
in the city of Raleigh. 


South-Carolina.—Since the last General 
Convention, the number of clergy in this 
diocese has increased. In 1820 there 
were twenty-seven; there are at present 
thirty-five, the bishop, 28 presbyters, and 
6deacons. Some of the parishes have been 
endeavouring to create permanent funds, 
In one of the parishes, the planters had 
taxed themselves, in addition to their an- 
nual contribution, two per cent. on the 
proceeds of their crops; and thus have 
created an accumulating fund, which will 
soon equal the amount, when its interest 
will be applicable to the support of their 
rector. In another parish, several indivi- 
duals have given each $1500 to create a 
fund for the same purpose. ‘The fund for 
the support of the episcopate, which was 
commenced in 1818, is gradually accumu- 
lating. It amounts at present to about 
$5000. At the suggestion of the bishop, 
a cormittee has been appointed to inquire 
into the state of the property belonging to 
the church, in parishes where there exist 
ho vestries, and to adopt measures for se- 
curing the same to the uses of the diocese. 

Within the period, embraced in this re- 
port, there have been admitted to the or- 
der of priests, six :—David I. Campbell, 
?. W. Chanter, Henry Gibbes, R. Dicken- 
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son, F. Rutledge, and Peter Van Pelt; the 
latter by the bishop of Pennsylvania. And 
to that of deacons, also six persons of this 
diocese :—W. H. Mitchell, &. Philips, B. 
H. Fleming, F. U. Rathedge, M. Motte, 
and VT. tf. Paylor; the latter by the bishop 
of Pennsylvania. The number of candi- 
dates recognized by this diocese, is four. 
The Rev. Thomas Osborne, who had re- 
moved into Ohio, has returned to the parish 
he formerly had inSouth-Carolina. Six 
young men from this diocese have been pur- 
suing their studies preparatory to the mint- 
stry, at the general theological seminary. 
‘There are at present thirty-five organiz- 
ed congregations. Five ef them are vacant. 
Since this state was settled by Christian 
people, there has never been so many mi- 
nisters of our communion as at present. 
The Protestant Episcepal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in South- 
Carolina has essentially contributed to the 
present promising condition of our Eocle- 
siastical concerns. It has aided several 
of the parishes, otherwise unable to sup- 
port ministers. The missionaries sent forth 
at diferent times, have all, with a single 
exception,* derived their whole support 
trom this society. It is formed on the most 
cemprehensive plan, being at once a Bible, 
a Prayer Book, a Tract, a Missionary, and 
an Education Society. Its books have been 
distributed in most of the parishes. It has 
aided several young men while engaged in 
their academical studies, preparatory to 
theology ; after which, it has been hoped, 
our theological seminary, by schelarships, 
or otherwise, would provide for them. It 
possesses a select library, which contains 
about one thousand volumes, and is in- 


. eveasing, instituted more particularly for 


the use of the clergy and the candidates 
for the sacred office. 

The Charleston Protestant Episcopal 
Missionary Society, composed of young 
men and others, designed to act as auxili- 
ary to the elder institution, when neces- 
sary, and to send missionaries beyond the 
diocese, within which the earliest society 
is restricted, has had a missionary for 
nearly two years at St. Augustine, 

The exciting among our youth an inte- 
rest in the cause of the Redeemer and his 
Church, and the regulation of their zeal 
by well established principles, are among 
the valuable effects which appear to have 
resulted from this association. 

The Ladies’ Domestic Missionary, So- 
ciety is behead the second year, a 
minister for the benefit of the poor, and 
such persons ashold the faith of the church, 
but are not connected with any of our con- 
gregations. The flock thus gathered, at 
present meet in a room for public worship, 





*The mission to Cheraw, here referred to, 
was partly maintained by the Young Men’s So- 
“ety. 
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but measures have been adopted for erect. 
ingachurch. it is designed to accommo- 
date the poor, the stranger, the seaman, 
and ethers of our communion, who, in the 
city of Charleston, need such a charity. 
Ot this missionary society, the bishop re- 
marks in his last address to the conven- 
lion, “consisting of respectable pious fe- 
male members of our church, it is charac- 
terized by a zeal of Christian charity, as 
prudent as it is unostentatious, and adorn- 
ed with the meek and quiet spirit, which, 
in the sight of God, is of great price.” 
This church, the worshippers at which 
will be subjected to no expense, will aiso 
afford additional accommodation for our 
coloured population. It appears that a 
large number of this class, both bond and 
free, have a decided preference fer the 
worship of our church. In communicating 
to them Christian instruction and incite- 
ment, many and peculiar difficulties are 
unavoidable. But it should be recorded 
as un encouragement to perseverance, and 
in gratitude to the Giver of grace, that the 
salutary influence of Christian motives, is 
evidenced in the lives of many of them— 
in their fidelity to their masters—in their 
kindness to each other--in their recogni- 
tion of the claims ef government—in con- 
tentment, meekness, and devotedness to 
the one thing needful. ‘The calls to atten- 
tion in the forms of our public worship— 
the power of its music—the invariable use 
of the same prayers—the simplicity of lan- 
guage which adorns our liturgy—the plan 
of reading the scriptures in order, where- 
by “ the wkole council of God” is declar- 


-ed in his own words—the concise summary 


of faith in the creed, aud of obedience in 
the commandments, repeated Sunday-after 
Sunday—the practice of reciting after the 
minister, whereby prayers suitable for pri- 
vate use are learned, and all the funda- 
mental truths of the gospel. These, and 
other circumstances, prove that the system 
of our church is eminently adapted to pro- 
mote the spiritual welfare of the illiterate, 
and those who have dull minds. To this 
subject, the bishep has constantly, in -pri- 
vate, and in his annual addresses, invited 
the attention of the clergy. He speaks of 
this class of their fellow beings, “‘as a 
portion of their moral creation, for which 
Christ died, and for whose spiritual and 
moral happiness,and the alleviation of their 
temporal lot, as inseparable from that, we 
are sacredly bound to be concerned.” 
Sunday schools are in successful opera 
tion in several of the parishes. They are 
chiefly for religious instruction, (as free 
schools exist every where,) and regulated, 
in every respect, by members of our own 
communion. The children of people of co- 
lour, and some adults of that class, have 
been among the pupils. These are among 
the poor, whose claim on this charity has 
been considered peculiarly urgent; and. 
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the interests of their proprietors, as well as 
of the community, demand their being 
brought up in that religion which teaches 
the servant to be obedient to his master 
according to the flesh, and contented in 
that state of life in which it hath pleased 
God that he should be. 

The number of baptisms reported to the 
diocesan conventions during the three 
years last past, we find to be 880. Of 
these, six were of the Jewish persuasion, 
three of them adults, and three infants. 

The forty-fifth canon of 1808 prescribing 
a particular inquiry “ into the attention 
paid to the canons and rules of the church,” 
we remark on that subject,—The episco- 
pal visitations have been statedly perform- 
ed. The canons and rubrics are consci- 
éntiously observed. Both ministers and 
people appear to be desirous of walking 
in the old paths, where is the good way. 
Great harmony and affection prevails 
among the clergy. 

The advantages which result to our 
church, and to each diocese in particular, 
from our happy union in General Conven- 
tion, are suitably recognized. 

In obedience to the high authority of 
our supreme council, the general theolo- 
gical seminary, and the general mission- 
ary society, have been patronized in some 
degree; and there can be no doubt that 
this diocese will co-operate, cheerfully, 
promptly, and effectually, in forwarding 
these great undertakings. 

The convention, by a resolution unani- 
mously adopted, is pledged to contribute 
its full proportion to the theological semi- 
nary. It is intended, that sermons should 
be preached in all the parighes, as bas al- 
ready been done in several of them, and 
collections made for the benefit of this in- 
stitution. Our bishop has, at the request 
of the convention, circulated an address 
on tbis "subject. More than $7500 have 
been paid into the tredsury of the seminary 
by this diocese. Including the Dehon 
scholarship, about $10,000 have been col- 
lected for this abject. 

By encouraging our candidates* to pus- 
sue their studies at the seminary, we have 
also wished to testify our desire to assist 
in rearing this valuable establishment. On 
its success, as the number of our clergy 
is scarcely sufficient to supply our 
churches, must depend greatly that of the 
missionary society. We consider, there- 
fore, that we are essentially promoting the 
interests of this excellent society, by aid- 
ing the seminary; the natural operation 
of which will be to increase the number, 








* All the candidates of this diocese, excepting 
one who is peculiarly circumstanced, and an- 
other who has returned home on account of ill 
health, are now connected with the general the- 
ological seminary. ‘The candidates recognized 

a this diocese are four in number. : 
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and the capacity for usefulness, of labour. 
ers in the sacred ministry. Nevertheless, 
the agent of the society was welcomed in 
this diocese ; sermons were preached re- 
commending it ; and it appears he collect- 
ed $1648, principally from persons who 
were already patrons of our own missionary 
societies, of which there are three—one 
whose operations are limited to Charleston 
—a second, to the state of South-Oarolina 
—and a third unlimited in every respect. 
The subject of the education of the 
youth of our communion is beginning in 
this, as in other dioceses, to excite 4 me- 
rited attention. Our bishop remarks in 
his last conventional address, “he has long 
painfully contemplated it as the misfortune 
of this church, remediable only by an effort 
of zeal, which cirgumstances seemed to 
forbid to be expected, that the whole pro- 
gress of the academical education of its 
youth should be conducted under influen- 
ces at variance with the principles which 
distinguish its communion. He considers 
this a lot not more to be lamented than it 
is extraordinarily peculiar. He is reason- 
ably anxious, that he may not on this sub- 
ject, be misconceived. He glories in the 
real liberality of sentiment and conduct, 
with respect to other Christian societies, 
which he sincerely believes, in an eminent 
degree, to characterize that of which he 
is one. He deprecates, at the same time, 
the effects of such an erroneous liberality, 
as would make that to be regarded with 
indifference here, which, among all others, 
is’ cherished as a concern of high and 
sacred importance. That the education 
of their own youth, under circumstances 
the most favourable to their continuing in 
their own religious principles, is so che- 
righed by all descriptions of Christian peo- 
ple, with the exception of protestant epis- 
copalians, in these states, he asserts, with 
a confidence that needs no qualification. 
Permit me then, respectfully,and affection- 
ately, to submit the question—Can we be 
thus excepted, consistently with a sound 
and rational, however moderate, preference 
of the Christian doctrine and discipline 
under which our particular religious pro- 
fession ranks us? Must not such a prefer- 
ence, where it really exists, naturally and 
inseparably associate with it an anxiety, 
that the principles we profess should be 
those in which our children, and the gene- 
rations following us, should abide, and un- 
der whose influence their character, both 
for this life and the eternal, should be 
formed ? Is not the subjection of our youth 
to influences unfavourable to their continu- 
ing in the faith we entertain, virtually con- 


ceding, as a point not worth our care, the. 


character of their religion? If domestic 


. nurture and admonition be insisted on as 


sufficient to prevent or remedy any such 
aberration of the mind of youth from the 
way of the parent’s religion, the appeal is 
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to fact and experience, abundantly certify- 
ing the contrary, and to the conduct of all 
other religious communities, exhibiting 
the strongest persuasion of the contrary. 
No Christian community in christendom, 
except that of protestant episeopalians in 
the United States, does not, as a community, 
make provision, or where provision can- 
not systematically be made, anxiously 
watch against what is considered the per- 
verting influence of academical education. 
it is the made in which, above all others, 
a real solicitude to transmit to their chil- 
dren the religion which men cherish, is 
most unequivocally expressed, to commit 
their education to no ¢ircumstances that 
shall have a tendency to counteract its 
claim upon their respect and adherence. 
Let me, | pray you, not be understood to 
intimate, much less to allege, any thing 
derogatory to the claim of the respectable 
institutions, by charter appropriated to 
other religious denominations, and of un- 
questionable right,subject to a religious in- 
fluence peculiar to themselves, for the can- 
dour and indulgence with which the inte- 
rests of denominations, differing from their 
own, as far as they are committed to them, 
may be treated. Ihave no reference but to 
the indirect and unavoidable effect of the 
circumstances under which academic edu- 
cation is conducted, to influence the future 
feelings and decision of the mind, with re- 
spect to religion, in a manner more cor- 
responding with the prejudices of the col- 
lege, than, except under circumstances 
of more than ordinary care and judgment, 
of the parent’s roof. I would not be 
thought uaaware of the facility which the 
expression of sentiments such as these 
may afford, where the subject is not duly 
considered or understood, to the reprasch 
of narrow and illiberal conduct. 1 teel, at 
the same time, so incapable of that, in re- 
ligious sentiment or conduct, which 
might, with any rational construction, be 
so imputed, that I could not forego this 
opportunity of bearing my testimony, how- 
ever feeble and vain it may prove, against 
a laxity and indifference on the momen- 
tous business of education, in its relation 
to the moral interests of character and life, 
for which we are not more unconsciously 
distinguished, than, to say the least, won- 
dered at by our Christian brethren at large. 
They readily enough, indeed, may explain 
the difference at present existing between 
the protestant episcopal church and others, 
as to the possession and government of se- 
minaries of learning, into the difference of 
the circumstances of our institutions and 
theirs, before the colonies became indepen- 
dant States. But they know that our com- 
munion embraces much of the wealth and 
liberality, at least of all the Atlantic States, 
and might, long ere this, have otherwise 
provided for a subject, with them always 
sufficiently important for any sacrifices 
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and exertions it may require. Brethren, 
in laying before you these impressions, I 
am not conscious of the existence of any 
feeling in my mind, which you could, on 
the closest inspection, disapprove. Out 
of the fulness of a heart, airxious for the 
permanent, sound respectability and 
strength of our peculiar institutions, I 
have spoken what I have; nor can I ima- 
gine any circumstances of moral conscious- 
ness, under which it could prove painful 
to me to be reminded that I had thus ex- 
pressed myself before you.” 


Georgia.—In this diocese the church is 
rapidly rising into notice ; and its present 
state and prospects are such as to warrant 
the most sanguine expectations of its 
more general extension. As yet, there are 
only tour organized churches in the dio- 
cese: one at Savannah, one at Augusta, 
one at St. Simon's Island, and one at Dari 
en; the two latter being under the pastoral 
charge of the same clergyman, the Rev. E, 
M. Matthews. All these congregations, 
it is believed, are in a flourishing condi- 
tion, and increasing in numbers. In Savan- 
nah and Augusta there are large and com- 
modious edifices of brick, furnished with 
every thing requisite for the due celebra- 
tion of public worship. lo Oglethorpe 
county, there is an aged, pious, and exem- 
plary presbyter of the church, the Rev, 
Mr. Strong, who occasionally officiates to 
a small congregation in his vicinity; but 
as yet, no information of the regular or- 
ganization of the congregation has been 
communicated. 

As the services and principles of the 
church are becoming more generally 
known and understood, the prejudices 
against it are wearing away, and public 
senriment is becoming more favourable to 
its establishment. A large proportion of 
the poputiation of the state are natives of 
Virginia, baptized and educated in the 
church, still retaining their attachment 
to her principles, and willing to co-operate 
in any efforts for the introduction of her 
services. The deep anxiety which has 
been manifested by individual members of 
the church, in different parts of the state, to 


obtain her ordinances, affords a most con- 


vincing proof,that missionary labour would 
there be crowned with complete success, 

A society for missionary purposes was 
instituted by the state convention in Feb- 
ruary last; but as Mr. Bacon, the accre- 
dited agent of the Domesti¢ and Forei 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica, shortly after came into the diocege, 
to solicit contributions to that society, it 
was deemed inexpedient to make any im- 
mediate effort to obtain subscribers to the 
domestic institution. This, however, will 
be done, and probably with success, in the 
ensuing autumn, 
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It would scarcely be hazarding too 
much to assert, that no portion of our 
country presents a more promising field 
for missionary exertion, than some of the 
upper counties im the state of Georgia ; 
and the hope is indulged that this feld will 
no longer be neglected by those who are 
engaged in the good work of “sending 
forth labourers into the Lord’s vineyard.” 


Ohio.—From a letter of the Right Rev. 


‘the bishop of this diocese, addressed to 


the house of bishops, and by them refer- 
red to this house, the following statement 
is drawn.—Ordinations have taken place, 
of John Hall, Rufas Murray, and one other, 
deacons, and one priest.—The Rev. Jobn 
Hall, deacon, has been appointed mission- 
ary at Ashtabula; and the Rev. Rufus Mur- 
ray, deacon, at Norwalk, Huron county. 
The Rev. Intrepid Morse has taken charge 
of the church at Steubenville. The Rev. 
John. Armstrong, of Virginia, acts as mis- 
sionary in St. Clairsville and Morristown. 
The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg has taken charge 
of St. Paul’s church, Chilicothe.—-One dea- 
con has been displaced from the ministry, 
and one presbyter suspended.—St. Paul’s 
church, Chilicothe, and St. Thomas’s, St. 
Clairsville, have been consecrated.—Two 
hundred and eighty-five persons have been 
confirmed.—The clergy generally are very 
faithful and laborious ; and strict attention 
is paid to the eanons and rubrics of the 
eburch. 7 


Frore the dioceses of Maine and New- 
Hampshire, no report or documents have 
been received. 


The whole number of candidates for holy 
orders in the several dioceses, is sixty-one. 

In conclusion, the house of clerical and 
lay deputies would respectfully invite the 
attention of the house of bishops to the 
fac's that many churches are without pas- 
tors—that in the west there exists a large 
body of episcopalians, who are as sheep 
without a shepherd—that our missionary 
societies are, comparatively, inefficient for 
want of missionaries—and in fine, that it 
is emphatically true, as it respects our 
church, the harvest is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. The house of clerical 
and luy deputies, respectfully request the 
house of bishops to su t such measures 
as may seem to them the best adapted to 
secure to this ehureh an increase of faith- 
ful and capable ministers. 

In making the preceding statement, the 
house of clerical and lay deputies solicit 
the prayers and blessing of the house of 
bishops, and respectfully request their 
counsel in a pastoral letter to the members 
of the church. 

Signed, in behalf of the house of clerical 
and lay deputies, 

WILLIAM H. WILMER, Prest. 

Philadelphia, May 24, 1823, 


[No. tt. 
For the Christian Journal. 


REVIEW. 


An, Address, delivered before the Trus- 
tees, Paculty, and Students of the 
General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States; in Christ Church, 
New-York, on the occasion of the 
delivery of the Testimonials to the 
Students who had completed the 
Course of Studies, July 26,1823. 
By the Right Rev. William White, 
D. D. Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of Penn- 
sylvania. 8vo. pp. 21. New-York, 
T. & J. Swords. 


Tue publication of this highly inter- 
esting address has given us no small de- 
gree of satisfaction. It is particularly 
gratitying for two reasons: first, be- 
cause it affords us an opportunity of 
presenting to the consideration of epis- 
copalians an institution, in the prospe- 
rity of which they are most deeply in- 
terested ; and secondly, as it exhibits 
to the christian world views and senti- 
melits on points of theology, which are 
the result of extensive knowledge, of 
acute observation, of long experience, 
and of genuine, unostentatious piety. 

It is not necessary for us to say any 


thing with respect to the expediency of 


seminaries for theological instruction. 
Their advantages are too generally 
acknowledged to make the defence of 
such institutions either requisite or pro- 
per. Young men who are preparing 
for the exercise of the christian minis- 
try, and who have it in their power to 
avail themselves of various means, 
which are afforded, to facilitate their 
acquisition of useful information, ne- 
cessary to promote their respectability, 


will of course resort to those places,, 


where improvement can be made with 
most certainty and ease; and episcopa- 
lians have only to choose, whether such 
candidates for the ministry shall be 
educated in seminaries out of their own 
church, thus incurring the chance at 
least of a diminution of attachment to 
her peculiarities, and others receive no 
public theological instruction at all; or 
to show their regard for her interests, 
by providing for full instruction in all 
the branches of divinity, within their 
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own pale. Further than this we con- 
ceive their controul does not extend. 
If the former part of the dilemma be 
adopted, it is plain that the clergy who 
are hereafter to minister in our sanctu- 
aries, must either be imperfectly edu- 
cated, as will be the case if they have 
depended entirely on private direction 
and application; or there will be some 
degree of probability, that however well 
informed on general topics of theology, 
they will have a tendency to the pecu- 
liar views of those churches in whose 
institutions they have received instruc- 
tion. And every man who is attached to 
the principles and usages of his church, 
and who accustoms himself to reflect on 
the consequences of things, will per- 
ceive in this consideration, an argument 
of immense weight for the preservation 
and support of a seminary, which was 
founded by, and is under the protection 
and government of the highest eccle- 
siastical council of our Zion. 

The address before us was delivered 
in the presence of the trustees, faculty, 
and students of this seminary, at the 
first commencement in July last. The 
Right Reverend and very venerable 
speaker directs his remarks, however, 
exclusively to the students ; although 
it will not be the student only who will 


‘derive improvement fromthem. Few 


clergymen will not perceive something, 
either in the way of information, or of 
direction, or of caution, which he may 
apply to practical improvement. We 
trust, therefore, that this address will 
have extensive circulation, among the 
elergy particularly ; confident that the 
views which it contains cannot fail to 
excite in thinking and well-informed 
minds, reflections of great interest and 
importance. 

It appears from the introductory re- 
marks, that the address was delivered 
in consequence of a “ request of the 
professors ;” and we are glad to see that 
both trustees and faculty have concur- 
red in soliciting its publication. ~The 
bishop suggests to the consideration of 
his young hearers, five important to- 
pics, to be kept in view in the course of 
their study of divinity ;—the necessity 
of divine influence in the pursuit of 
theological science—the importance of 
careful attention to the scriptares—the 
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utility ef ecclesiastical history as a 
branch of their studies—the propriety 
of noticing the rise, progress,and growth 
of errors, against which Protestantism 
was intended ‘to be the bulwark—of at- 
tending to the causes and cousequences 
of the reformation, and also of examin- 
ing the English establishment. The 
two last are indeed so intimately con- 
nected with church history, that they 
may not improperly be considered as a 
part of it. We shall endeavour to afford 
our readers a brief view of the Right 
Reverend author’s sentiments on these 
points. 

The first in order, and it doubtless is 
first also in importance, is this consides 
ration, that the pupils “ have need to 
look to a higher source of knowledge, 
than any within the walls of the semi- 
nary.”—This direction, which the stu- 
dent ought never to lose sight of, is 
shewn to be perfectly in unison with the 
views of divine agency on the mind, 
which are so plainly taught in scripture, 
and recognized in the various services 
of our church. It is illustrated by an- 
alogy; and although the influence re- 
ferred to may operate by the use of va- 
rious secondary eauses, yet for this 
reason to deny such influence, would be 
just as absurd as to deny God’s provi- 
dential agency, because effects are pro- 
duced ee with the external 
circumstances which apparently give 
birth to them, and which are usually 
denominated their causes. 

Now if this consideration should 
have a constant influence on the stu- 
dent’s mind, in hisscarch after theologi- 
cal truth, it is undeniable that it should 
have a very serious influence in his re- 
sohition to pursue that search, and to 
devote himself to the work of the gospel 
ministry. And whatever may have 
been said at any time by uninformed or 
maliciously disposed persons, we will 
venture to affirm, that no church in the 
world more unequivocally recognizes 
the principle of divine influence on the 
mind, or brings it home more powerfully 
to the conscience of the candidate for 
holy orders, than does the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. Can any language 
be used, which is stronger on this point, 
than thet of the ordination service? As 
it cannot be too often brought before the 
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view of the candidate, and as it may be 
useful occasionally to bring it before the 
view also of the people, that they may 
see in what situation the conscientious 
clergyman must consider himself, and 
not be surprised or offended if his con- 
ceptions of duty some times lead him to 
employ warm and serious exhortation 
in his pulpit addresses, we shall make 
no apology for introducing it here. In 
the office for *‘ the ordering of priests,” 
the address to the candidates is made 
on the presumption, that it is the “Lord 
who hath placed them in so high a dig- 
nity ;” and it declares that they “ can- 
not have a mind and will thereto of 
themselves, for that will and ability is 
given of God alone.” And in the same 
service, the question is put, * Do you 
think in your heart, that you are truly 
called, according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to this ministry?” A si- 
milar inquiry also is made in the form 
for “ the ordering of deacons ;”—“ Do 
you trust that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghost, to take upon you 
this office and ministration, to serve 
God for the promoting of his glory, and 
the edifying of his people ?”—Ii is suf- 
ficient to ask, what must be the state of 
that candidate for so honourable and 
holy and responsible a station, who in 
the presence of God and his church re- 
plies in the words, “ I trust so;” while 
to such “inward motion of the Holy 
Ghost” he is utterly a stranger! We 
would not attempt to analyze the moral 
feelings of such a man, nor to describe 
‘he lamentable state of the unfortunate 
congregation, which is destined to un- 
dergo so great an affliction as that of 
being subjected to his ministrations. 
With respect to the point before us, 
ihe bishop shews how susceptible it is 
of abuse, after he had remarked how 
influential it must be in its practical 
tendency, if properly considered. 


“The view now taken of the subject, if ear- 
ried to its correspondent sensibilities, cannot 
fil to produce humility in the relation in which 
we stand to the Creator. Its immediate opera- 
tion is against self-sufficiency ; and, ultimateiy, 
it bars all claims, grounded on the imagined 
merit of our works. [tis another inference from 
the premises, that the sincere inquirer should 
live in the holy exercise of prayer—the mean 
of obtaining the agency, seen to be so necessary 
in the search of truth ; so that if there should 
be anv portion of life disengaged from that sa- 


{No. 11, 


cred duty, then is the time when error is the 
most likely to be successful. 

*1f the question should Le moved—By what 
test shall we know that we are under the guid- 
ance here aflirmed? the answer is, We may 
know it exactly iu proportion as it is discover- 
able in holy habits, manifesting themselves in 
holy actions. By nature we are destitute of re- 
ligiots affections ; agreeably towhat is said in our 
Yth article, that mun is very* far gone,” or, as 
sume transiate the Latin copy, “as far as possible 
gone from original righteousness.”7 Of course, 
if there be a renewal in this important particu- 
lar, it ought wot to be contemplated in » sever- 
ance from its procuring cause, whatever there 
may be of intervening instrumentality, all of the 
divine bestowing.”—p. 7. 


And again— 


“All abuses of the principle treated off 
should have the effect of showing the import- 
ance of right apprehensions of it, and the duty 
of estceming aud of teaching it, in proportion to 
the prominent place which it holds in the sys- 
tem of religious truth.. Perhaps there is no 
point the absence of which from the pulpit, se 
unequivocally proclaims to the hearers the un- 
soundness of the religrous eveed of the preacher ; 
this being the consequence of their so frequent 
meeting of it in the scriptures, in the prayers; 
and ur the relation which it bears to all the sub- 
jeets which come either under the head of de- 
votion, or under that of the graces of the Chris- 
tian character.—p. 8. 

The next point which the author in- 
culcates “ is a diligent study of the holy 
scriptures.” It is unnecessary to illus- 
trate the utility of this recommendation. 
The subject has received in all ages a 
considerable share of attention ; al- 
though it must be confessed, that the 
time has been, when the study of the 
divine books was not pursued by the 
guidance of those sound principles of 
history and philology, which alone can 
determine its true meaning. For want 
of this guidance, mystical and unautho- 
rized interpretations, absurd in their 
nature, and deleterious in their tenden- 
cy, have usurped the place of sound, 
rational criticism. But the subject is 
now receiving a proper degree of atten- 
tion. Intellect of the highest order, and 
learning of the most extraordinary com- 





* The word “ very” was accidentally omit. 
ted in the pamphlet. 

*‘yAlthough the view here entertained of the 
subject is consistent with either of the copies of 
the articles, the English copy is the standard in 
this country; no Latin translation having been 
yet framed or adopted. In inquiring into the 
sense of the reformers, the English is of the 
most authority, having been formed in the reign 
of Edward VI. and not rendered into Latinunti! 
the reign of Elizabeth,” ; 
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pass, have in the old world consecrated 
their powers to the elucidation of the 
word of God; and of the new, it may 
be said, that the example has not been 
without its influence. The original text 
is the subject of investigation; and the 
inspired authors are heard, each in his 
own tongue, declaring “ the wonderful 
works of God.” The time has come, 
when the candidate for holy orders, 
who is guided by the principles above 
suggested, will not content himself by 
knowing the opinion of his commentator 
on any text; he will go to the sources 
of information, and investigate for him- 
self. He will study the principles of 
critical and exegetical inquiry, and ap- 
plying them to the unadulterated spring 
of holy truth, he will draw the pure 
water of life. _ “* The law and the testi- 
mony,” as originally delivered, is the 
standard of divine truth; and in the 
study of theology, it is all important 
that every thing be weighed and mea- 
sured according to this standard. This 
sentiment we shall introduce in the bi- 
shop’s own words. 
** The second matter to be recommended, is 
a diligent study of the holy seriptares ; which is 
introduced not for the establishing of their claim 
to be a branch of theological education, that be- 
ing supposed unnecessary ; but to sustain for 
them the preeminence contempl::ted in the 
course of studies prepared by the bishops. It 
makes the scriptures the ground-work of the 
whole; and directs that the ground shall be re- 
peatedly gone over, with the help of judicious 
commentators, before an entrance either on ec- 
clesijastical history, or on systematic theology. 
The provision originated in knowledge possess- 
ed by the bishops, thet it was not uncommon to 
prepare a candidate for the ministry, by too 
early a filling of his mind with the tenets of an 
adapted system; doubtless, not without notice 
_of the texts, by which the respective points are 
supposed to be supported ; but the interpreta- 
tion in a state of severance from the contexts, 
bearing a tinge of the colouring of the doctrines 
designed to be ineulested. The plan is radi- 
cally wrong; and the mischiefs of it will doubt- 
less be here guarded against, by due attention 
to the order of study, preseribed with a special 
attention to this point.”—p. 8. 


; 


Weare gratified by tracing a coinci- 
dence between the views exhibited on 
this topic by the Right Reverend author, 
and the professor of biblical learning 
and the interpretation of scripture, in 
his address delivered last year. 

** The great inquiry (says he, p. 20) which 
the christian divine should propose to himself 


is this—On the point in question what say the 
‘criptures 2—The bible—be it indelibly fixed 


> 
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in the recollection of the student of theology 
—the bible is the great source of spiritual 
truth.” 


Nothing is more usual among pious 
but moderately informed writers, and 
especially preachers, than to give an 
interpretation of scripture, “ in a state 
of severance from the context.” This 
is sometimes done, even to support a 
true doctrine. The universality of the 
moral influences of the Spirit, a capa- 
bility of receiving those influences being 
of course presumed, we consider as a 
scriptural doctrine. But this doctrine 
cannot be proved by some of the texts 
which have been adduced in evidence 
of it. For instance: When St. Paul 
says, “ the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal,” i Cor. xii. 7, we can- 
not think that this text proves the uni- 
versality of his influence, althouglr it 
has often been quoted for this purpose. 
If we examine the context, we shall see 
that St. Paul is not speaking of the or- 
dinary influences of the Spirit, but of 
his miraculous gifts. The Corinthians 
had abused these gifts, prostituting 
them to unworthy purposes. ‘To this 
the Apostle refers; as if he had said, 
‘it was not for purposes of display 
that the gifts of the Holy Spirit were 
poured out upon you, but for utility ; 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every one to profit with, that he may 
edify others as well as himself.’ It is 
plain therefore from the context, that 
the words “ to every one,” must be un- 
derstood in a restricted ‘sense, viz. ‘ to 
every one to whom the Spirit is given.’ 

The next subject which the sagacious 
author brings to the consideration of the 
theological student, is the importance 
of ecclesiastical history. ‘The wise and 
judicious character of the following ob- 


servations on this point, will be an. 


abundant apology for the length of the 
extract. 


‘Next to the importance of holy seripture, 
and the proper application of it, and this is 
third remark, is that of the history of the early 
ages of the chureh; it being especially under- 
stood of the first threecemuries. Inthe fourth, 
the heresy of Arius, contradicted by the coun- 
cil of Nice, whose creed may be considered as 
the testimony of Christendom, to the apostolic 
doctrine banded down in the various, depart- 
ments of it from the beginning, was followed by 
minute dictinctions, the armour of the various 
combatants, and calculated rather to obscyrt 
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than to elucidate the truths of scripture. The 
persecutions which followed, are sufficient to 
render problematical, how far so gross a de- 
parture from the spirit of the gospel, ought to 


permit, from that time, the mere testimony of - 


the church to be evidence of the purity of its 
doetrine. in the fifth century there succeeded 
the bold heresy of Pelagius; and although no- 
thing can be more contrary to the evangelical 
doctrine of grace ; yet the metaphysical refine- 
ments growing out of the controversy, have 
toaded theology with doubtful disputations, con- 
tinuing to produce embarrassment at the pre- 
sent day. The opinions of the prominent wri- 
ters of controversy are not uncommonly quoted 
in alliance with, or in contrariety to, those of 
the preceding times; which cannot be correct, 
on the ground here taken—that neither the 
one nor the other are evidence of the faith hand- 
ed down by the apostles, except as testimony ; 
which ought to be esteemed, other circum- 
stances being equal, in proportion to the near- 
ness of the stream to its source. 

‘Of the advantages to be derived from the re- 
cords of the first three centuries, it is not the 
least that they afford unanswerable proof of the 
absence of what are exclusively the tenets of 
the Roman Catholic church. Nota vestige do 
we find of the authority of the bishop of R ome, 
beyond what was attached to the respect paid 
to the dignity of his see, ia the capital of the 
empire ; at that time comprehending almost 
the whole of Christendom. No intimation is 
foung of the worship of images, of purgatory, of 
transuhstantiation, or of other matters, which 
afterwards erept gradually into the church. 
That these things should have been maintained, 
and even held preeminently important, and yet 
not show their heads in books written for the 
declaring of the christian faith, is contrary to 
our knowledge of human nature. 

“Further; when we meet with doctrines of 
modern times, zealously maintained, and con- 
ceived to be of the essence of christian faith; 
yet, for any thing that appears, unknown to the 
prominent persons of the ages in question, it is 
a proof of their nullity more decisive than if 
they had been introduced for the purpose of 
contradiction ; since, in that case, it might be 
pleaded, that there may have been opposite 
statements, not descended tous, But no: on 
the contrary supposition, divine truth was bu- 
ried in the grave of the last of the apostles: 

* The document to be especially recommend- 
ed to attention, is the history of Eusebius; a 
work referred to by writers of all persuasions, 
as an authentic record of the transactions of the 
ages specified. It would be an important ser- 
viee to our church, if that work were published 
from the mrost modern of the translations of it 
made in England, and detached from the larger 
histories of succeding times usually bound up 
with it. In that case, there would bea volume 
of moderate size, to which there might be 

iven an extensive circulation, 

**One of the uses of the measure would bea 
more general conviction of the existence of the 


‘episcopacy from the beginning to the end of the 


time in question. According to the scheme of 
those of the greatest name among the nn 
of presbytery,it gave way to episcopacy towar 

the end of the ne ee century. Now, although 
it is observed with truth, in regard to the time 
specified, that there is among the moderns a 
searcity of documents; there must have been 
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an abundance of them within the snomlorign of 
ave 


Eusebius. Yet, the alledged fact must 

been unknown to him; and this is a considera- 
tion, bringing additional weight to our argu- 
ment, of the impossibility that so great a change 
should have taken place over the whole face of 
Christendom, among churches not subjected to 
a common government, and without evidence 
of such uppusition, as is slways produced by 
great changes in government of churches, espe- 
cially in resistance of the usurpstion of power.” 
—p. 12. 

The study of ecclesiastical history is 
of vast importance to the divine, and if 
properly conducted might be made ex- 
tremely interesting to the student. This 
point is susceptible of much enlarge- 
ment, but the length of the remarks al- 
ready made forbid an attempt. We 
cannot but express our regret, however, 
that the student who has not access to 
extensive libraries, or cannot devote 
very much time to the subject, should 
be but imperfectly furnished with as- 
sistance. A good ecclesiastical history 
in the English language, is a desidera- 
tum. Milner’s plan made his work im- 
perfect, and there are many and serious 
objections to Mosheim. His * Com- 
mentarii de rebus Christianorum ante 
Constantinum Magnum,” is highly va- 
luable; but, we think, (although we 
would express the opinion with great 
deference to the learned author’s ac- 
knowledged ability and research,) in- 
correct in its view of the early govern- 
ment of the church, and on this subject 
sometimes contradictory in its state- 
ments, and too minute in its represen- 
tations of ancient heresies.* Of profes- 
sor Schroeck’s voluminous. work, we 
can from our own knowledge give no 
account. Its reputation on the conti- 
nent is very high. It were much to be 
wished, that some of the English lite- 
rati would turn their attention to this 
important and interesting subject, and 
supply a want which is much felt by 
every student of theology. 

The next particular which the bishop 
recommends is, that 
“in travelling downward in the history of the 
church, there be especially noticed the rise, the 
progress, and the full growth of those errors of 
the church of Rome, against which as Protest- 
ants, we are bound to caution our flocks. — It is 
an effectual way of exposing the nakedness of 





* His account of the history and heresy of 
Manes occupies 174 closely printed quarto pa- 
goa in Latiq. 
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an opinion, not only because, on the present 
subjet, novelty mus’ be itself a proof of ervor, 
but heeanse there will be found accompanying 
incidents, which aggravate.”—p; 12. 

. 


This is illustrated by reference to the 
introduction of image worship, and of 
the supremacy of the bishop of Rome. 

The fifth and last remark is thus in- 
troduced— 


“When the student shall have reached the 
period.of the reformation—this is the fifth re- 
mark—besides his attention to the causes and 
the dependences of that great event, it will 
surely be especially an object with him, not 
= to be familiar with the grounds of the En- 
glish establishment, as it was constituted in the 
reign of Edward I. but to avail himself of wiat- 
ever light can be obtained from cotemporary 
works, and from such as were dictated by the 
same views of religious subjects in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. The present speaker never 
looks back on these periods, without admiration 
of the wisdom display ed in the documents hand- 
ed down from them. Those of the former 
period, he considers as claiming a preference, 
in an inquiry into the sense of the eminent men 
wha took the lead in the reformation of the 
charch of Eagland ; and consequently into that 
of the institutions framed by them.. Among 
those of the latter period, he would hold up, in 
4 conspicuous point of view, the great work of 
Riehard Hooker ; which may be applied to the 
correcting of prevalent errors in the two suc- 
ceeding reigns; some of them exterior to the es- 
tablishment, snd someofthem within it.”—-p 14. 


In the judicious prelate’s observa- 
tions on this last topic, the reader will 
find that good sense and liberality, 
which the well known character and 
useful writings of the author would lead 
him to anticipate. . 

Towards the end of his address the 
bishop points out the utility of a syste- 
matic course of study, notices the la- 
mentable error of pursuing “ popularity 
by a shorter read than along its path,” 
and ebserves, that— 


“So far as can be jadged by the present 
speaker, on the ground of observation and ex- 
perience, it generally happens, that young men, 
under preparation for the ministry, or admit- 
ted to it, und below the ordinary standard in in- 
teHectual attainments, are oftener vain, oftener 
arrogant, and oftener apt to conveive of them- 
selves as not needing the counsel of their seniors, 
than they whose minds had been chastened 
by habits of study and reflection; who had ad- 
vanced so far in the acquisition of knowledge, 
as to have perceived that there are extensive 
treasures of it unpossessed, but to be diligently 
sought ; and who, consequently, are the most 
careful in forming their opinions, and the most 
modest in expressing them.” —p, a8. 


The author concludes with some ex- 
cellent reflections on “ the influence of 
Vor. VIT. 
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the heavenly grace of charity, to fellow 
christians exterior to dur comminion ; 
to those within, of whose principles or 
practice we may not approve; and to 
those of the clergy whe may be consi- 
dered as incorrect, in either of these 
respects.”’—It would be very agreeable 
to us to extract his observations on these 
points. They are worthy of deep and 
frequent consideration, and could not 
fail to be acceptable. The length to 
which we have, unintentionally, ex 
tended these remarks obliges us merely 
to refer our readers to them. We hope 
that the whole address will be frequent-_ 
ly perused by the clergy, and that can- 
didates for the ministry will digest its 
contents, and make them the subject of 
much reflection; and that both clergy 
and candidates will cherish the meek 
spirit of its author. T. 


Tor the Christian Journat. 
Pulpit Eloquence. See page 302. 


Atuoucn talents and learning are 
indispensably requisite to the attain- 
ment of excellence in pulpit eloquence, 
there is a quality more necessary than 
either to the formation of an able and 
useful preacher. \ 

Talents may be calculated to produce. 
effect, learning to excite applause; but 
unless guided and governed by pru- 
dence, they will never be of any per- 
manent utility. ‘To the public speaker 
of every profession, a large share of 
prudence is undoubtedly necessary, but 
to none more so than the preacher. In 
the choice of subject, in the regulation 
of style, and in the manner of delivery, 

rudence must be his guide, or his hear- 
ers will be but little benefited, and him- 
self but little esteemed. 

In the choice of subject, great care 
is necessary that doctrine and precers 
may be equally combined: that while 
no article of our holy faith be neglected, 
no branch of christian practice may be 
passed unnoticed. It should be the 
constant study of the preacher, so to 
choose the subjects of his discourses, as, 
by fully explaining the doctrines of the 
christian religion, to enable each of his 
hearers “tobe ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh him a 
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reason of the hepe that is in him;” and 
at the same time, by unceasingly incul- 
cating its precepts, to instruct them “ to 
walk worthy of the Lorp unto all pleas- 
ing, being fruitful ia every good work.” 
This will require no small share of pra- 
dence and assiduity. Yet, unless this 
be done, his flock will be in continual 
danger of verging to an Antinomian re- 
jection of practical, for speculative re- 
ligion; or to a self-righteous reliance on 
their own works for salvation. 

Prudence is necessary in guarding 
the people against pernicious or un- 
scriptural doctrines. That this must 
occasionally be done, by setting these 
errors in their true light, is evident; but 
the frequency and manner of perform- 
ance will entirely depend upon the cir- 
cumstances and dispositions of those to 
be addressed, in consulting which too 
much delicacy and discretion cannot 
be exercised. 

Prudence is necessary in refraining, 
as well from dwelling too much on par- 
ticular vices, by which some may con- 
ceive themselves to be pointed at, while 
others may attend without much profit; 
as from merely declaiming against ge- 
neral follies or crimes, by which every 
One will be rendered apt to apply the 
discourse to others, while none will per- 
ceive the deformity of sin in themselves. 
In a word, it is an important part of 
the duty of the parochial clergyman to 
choose the subject with such prudenee, 
as perfectly to supply the peculiar 
wants of his flock, and judiciously to 
reprove their peculiar errors. 

fn the regulation of style, prudence 
is essentially necessary to the pulpit 
orator, that by suiting it to the temper, 
dispositions, and understanding of his 
people,—neither surpassing the com- 
prehension of a simple congregation by 
a too great luxuriance of figure and de- 
licacy of expression, nor disgusting 
persons of more refined sentiments by 
coarseness of expression and vulgarity 
of diction,—they may be the more rea- 
dily disposed to receive the word of life. 
This is of peculiar importance, perhaps 
more so than is generally imagined. 
The declaration of the apostle, “ I had 
rather speak five words with my under- 
standing, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in 
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an unknown tongue,” is known and 
universally assented to: now the present 
case is precisely similar; for although 
the preacher express his thoughts in the 
motlier tongue, of what benefit can they 
be to a plain and unlearned audience, 
if, by studiously aiming at beauty of 
expression, and using all tlre ornaments 
of style, he render his discourse unin- 
telligible to his hearers, unused to any 
but the usual colloquial style? 

But even when addressing a refined 
audience, excess of ornament ‘is to be 
avoided. Redundancy of figure rather 
tends to cloy, than rouse the attention 
of the hearer, and is apt to draw it aside 
from the subject to the manner of ex- 
pression: nay, it is even possible that 
too great attention to the outward dress 
may cause the speaker himself to neg- 
lect the matter: he may be tempted te 
refine his ideas, till the substance at 
length become scarcely discernible. 

Prudence, then, is necessary in the 
regulation of style, to the attainment of 
such a happy medium, that, while all 
may comprehend our meaning, none 
may conceive a distaste of our plain- 
ness or vulgarity. 

In the manner of delivery, it istoo 
evident to need enlargement, that pru- 
dence is essentially necessary to the 
pulpit orator, ‘The well-known direc- 
tion, “ suit the action to the word, the 
word to the action,” is of particular 
importance to the preacher : for whom 
can he expect to interest in the great 
truths of the gospel, if he himself ap- 
pear totally unconscious of their im- 
portance, while he deliberately and un- 
concernedly reads his instructions and 
exhortations to his flock? Andon the 
other hand, what good effect can be 
expected to result from an impetuous, 
over-strained, canting mode of delivery, 
which, while it bears resemblance to 
the ravings of a fanatic, or the threat- 
enings of an enraged pedagogue, is ra- 
ther calculated to disgust than to re~ 
form? A just medium is the difficult 


object to be attained and carefully pre- 
served; so that earnestness may be 
blended with moderation, affection with 
calm dignity, and, if necessary, severity 
with gentleness: without this, the cha- 
racter of the clergyman will not be _ 
fectly sustained, and, however excellent 
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the composition, the wished for effect 
will never be preduced. 

Thus have we, though hastily and 
jmpertectly, endeavoured tu show the 
respective importance of /alents, learn- 
ing, and prudence, te him who would 
attain excellence in the eloquence of the 
pulpit. ‘They remain to be considered 
asa whole. Neither can stand alone: 
neither can be sufficiently supplied by 
the others. ‘Their unison alone-can form 
the perfect pulpit orater. The man of 
talents feels kis own superiority; he 
thinks himself without the reach of 
rules, above the necessity of learning : 
he scorns to apply to severer study, and 
is too apt to neglect or transgress the 
dictates of prudence. What is the con- 
sequence? he produces a glittering, 
shewy declamation, replete with image- 
ry, and adorned with all the graces of 
style and diction, with nothing else to 
yecommend it: void ef solid sense and 
reasoning, it may serve to amuse or 
dazzle the undiscerning crowd, but will 
not preduce a lasting impression. The 


man of learning, unless governed by ' 


prudence, will be prone to display his 
learning, often needlessly, sometimes te 
ill effect. By rendering his sentiments 
lofty, obscure, and beyond the under- 
standing of the mass of men, he will 
tend to disgust, rather than edify his 
auditory: even’ the few who, by their 
attainments, may be qualified to enter 
into the depths of his reasoning, or 
pierce the obscurity with which he en- 
velepes his sentiments, will be no less 
displeased with his manner, as perceiv- 
ing its impropriety and ill tendency. 
Of prudence, preperly speaking, there 
can be no excess: its want totally de- 
prives talent and learning of their utili- 
ty, while its presence renders either 
better able to dispense with the pre- 
sence of tke other; although, as before 
remarked, perfection cannot be obtain- 
ed but by a unison of the whole. But 
there is a fault mistaken by some for 
prudence, namely, a timid, hesitant re- 
serve, which is abundantly productive 
of evil, insomuch as that, by this excess 
of caution, both learning and talent may 
be rendered of little utility, and pent, as 
it were, within the bosom of the posses- 
sor. This the truly prudent man will as 
carefully avoid, as the. self-sufficiency 
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of the half-learned genius, or the bold. 
dogmatism of the pedant. 

‘Thus much for the necessary endow- 
ments which are requisite to enable the 
clergyman te preach with great and 
permanent effect: but it can never be 


forgetten, that all these are “ but as 


sounding brass and the tinkling cym- 
bal,” unless accompanied by fervent 
piety, unshaken faith, and enlightened 
eal, U. U. 


Saas SSS 
For the Christian Journal. 
No. X. 
The Perseverance ef the Sainta. 


Tar man is a free egent—that he 

is master of his actions, and can like- 
wise cortrol the current ef his.thoughts, 
is a truth almost as self-evident as that 
of his existence. In fact, they are both 
Sfust principles, and incapable ef being 
made more evident to the mind, by any 
mode of argumentation. “They are both 
substantiated by the testimony of con- 
sciousness. We feel that we exist, and 
we feel that we are free; and no argu- 
ments that we can ever bring, will 
strengthen the convictien in either case, 
In consequence of this moral liberty 
that he possesses, man has it in his 
power to pursue any course that is 
pointed out tokim. He may follow the 
path of vice or of virtue, of sin or of 
holiness, And this freedom of choice 
and of action it is, that constitates him 
an accountable being. Did he nat pos- 
‘sess them, he would be a mere machine 
in the hands of a foreign and superior 
pewer, incapable of deing either good 
or evil, and consequently neither enti- 
tied to reward at any time, nor desery- 


ing. of punishment. 


If these observations are true, the 
doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints cannot be agreeable to reason. 
This doctrine teaches us, that after a 
man has become converted from the 
error of his ways, and entered upon the 
christian course, he cannot deViate from 
it; or that if he does leave it, he will 
assuredly before death return to it— 
that his fall cannot be final—that he 
must and will infallibly risé again,— 
Now this doctrine evidently is in con- 
trariety to the dictates of reason, and 
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the conviction of our own hearts. We 
are taught by our own feelings that we 
are free, and reason declares that if we 
are accountable beings, we ought to be 
free—free at all times, as well after we 
have entered upon the path of life, as 
before it. If so, we can never be neces- 
sitated to follow any particular course. 
We may one day be in the right way, 
and another in the wrong. We may 
one day act as do the children of the 
light, and the next suffer ourselves to 
be overborne by the weight of tempta- 
tion, and become the servants of sin. 

Such is the decision of unbiassed and 
unprejudiced reason. Can it be, then, 
that the doctrine of scripture is contrary 
to that of reason? We think not. We 
think, on the other hand, that upon a 
carefu! examination and just interpre- 
tation of holy scripture, there will be 
found in it no such doctrine as that of 
the perseverance of the saints, in the 
sense in which the phrase is generally 
understood—no doctrine which says, 
once in grace always in grace. We 
shall find, we think, that the Bible de- 
clares in many places, both expressly 
and implicitly, that it is possible to fall 
from grace—that we may stand erect 
to-day, but lose our strength to-mor- 
row-—that we may rise again after our 
fall—and that we may fall fully and 
finally, never to rise again. The design 
of the following remarks is to endea- 
vour to prove the truth of these senti- 
ments ; in doing which I shall consider, 
Ist, the arguments—principally those 
thought to be contained in scripture— 
usually adduced in favour of the doc- 
trine of the perseverance of the saints ; 
and, 2dly, those tat establish the con- 
trary belief. 

The Sth verse of the 13th chapter of 
Hebrews has sometimes been advanced 
in support of the dectrine of the perse- 
verance of the saints—“ Be content 
with such things as ye have, for he hath 
said, I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee.” A moment’s reflection, 
however, will convince us, that this 
passage brings no support to the doc- 
trine. Be content with such things as 
ye have—evidently meaning the tem- 
poral blessings you possess—for God 
hath said to all, (undoubtedly those 
who are thus contented and put their 
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trust in him,) I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee. The psalmist ex- 
presses a similar sentiment concerning 
the providence of God, when he says, 
“ T have been young, and now am old, 
yet never saw I the righteous forsaken, 
or his seed begging their bread.” But 
neither of these passages imply that the 
righteous may not fall. They only say 
that God will not forsake the righteous; 
that as long as they remain faithful to 
him, they shall be safe. 

Again—* My sheep hear my voice, 
and [ know them, and they follow me; 
and I give unto them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand.” 
(John x. 27,28.) Here we may re- 
mark, first, that when our Saviour says, 
his sheep shall not perish, and no man 
shall pluck them out of: his hand, he 
had said previously, that he gave unto 
them eternal life. Now, who will doubt 
that after the servants of the Redeemer 
have become partakers of eternal life, 
no one shall be able to pluck them out 
of his hand? When they have entered 
upon the enjoyment of endless felicity, 
their state will be permanently fixed, 
and they will then assuredly persevere : 
that perseverance, however, has no re- 
lation to this life. But granting that our 
Saviour’s declaration in this passage 
has reference to our present state, still 
it affords no support to the doctrine of 
the perseverance of the saints. He 
says, “ My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them.” Now, who are these 
sheep? They who believe in him and 
obey his commandments. While they 
continue thus to do, their Almighty 
Master will protect them, they shall not 
perish, neither shall any pluck them 
out of his hand. But the Saviour does 
not say, they riay not themselves fall 
away. His declaration amounts te this, 
that no one of their enemies shall be 
able to pluck them out of his hand, as 
long as they themselves do not volun- 
tarily vield to the power of these ene- 
mies. This is made more than probable 
by the following verse—“ My Father 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all”—that is, evidently, than all their 
enemies—* and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand.” That 
is, the power of God is greater than the 
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power of all the foes of God’s servants, 
and therefore these foes cannot prevail 
against God. The evident import of the 
passage is, ‘not that the power of Ged 
shall support them against the devices 
of their own evil hearts, but against the 
devices of their enemies; aad conse- 
quently it gives no support to the doc- 
trine of the perseverance of the saints. 
The 37th and 39th verses of John vi. 

are often alleged in support ef the doc- 
trine in question. The first of these 
says—*“ All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me, and him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.” It is 
difficult to see what aid this passage can 
bring to the doctrine of perseverance, 
and why it is brought forward in its 
support. Our Saviour says, he will in 
no wise cast out those who come to him; 
but he does not say, nor do his words 
imply, that of those who come, none 
shall turn back. God, we are told in 
innumerable places in his holy word, is 
good and merciful, and consequently 
those who seek him truly shall find him, 
and of those who come to him, he will 
cast out none. Such is the amount of 
the passage. The 39th verse says— 
* And this is the Father’s will, which 
hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me, I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up at the last day.” 
Neither does this passage support the 
doctrine of final perseverance. Our 
blessed Lord says, that he will keep 
all those whom his Father hath given 
him. But who are they whom the Fa- 
ther hath given to his Son? The next 
verse informs us—* It is the will of God 


that every one that seeth the Son, and” 


believeth on him, should have everlast- 
ing life: and J will raise him up at the 
last day.” ‘Those, then, that believe 
in Christ, are to have eternal life—not 
those who have once believed, but those 
who believe, that is, those who continue 
to believe. Believing, that is, having 
faith in Christ, we know, is often put 
for all the qualifications which a person 
must possess, to constitute him a ser- 
vant of God. So it undoubtedly is in 
this place. The plain meaning of the 
passage then is—it is the will of Al- 
mighty God, that of those whom he hath 
given to his Son, that is, of those who 
believe in him and obey his precepts, 
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and continue in that faith and obedience 
unto death, of these Christ should lose 
none; but that they should all rise again 
at the resurrection of the just, and enter 
upon the enjoyment of everlasting hap- 
piness. 
One more only of the passages that 
are usually adduced in support of the 
doctrine of perseverance, shall be con- 
sidered at present ; and this is contained 
in the eighth of Romans, verses 38 and 
39--“ T am persuaded that: neither 
death nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
This passage indeed has often been tri- 
umphantly appealed to, as decisive of 
the truth of the doctrine in question. 
But when attentively examined, it will 
be seen that it does not afford it that 
support which, on a hasty review, it 
may appear todo. It is evidently an- 
alogous to a passage already comment- 
ed upon, viz. that where our Saviour 
says, no man shall be able to pluck his 
sheep out of his hand, and no man shall 
be able to pluck them out of his F'ather’s 
hand; because his Father is greater 
than all. In neither case is it said, that 
believers may not fall away through 
their own neglect. The amount of both 
seems only to be, that greater, is he 
that is for us, than he that is against us.” 
Christians, in their journey to the next 
world, in the warfare in which they 
have engaged, have friends more pow- 
erful than all the enemies that can come 
against them. As long therefore as they 
are true to themselves, they are safe. 
“‘ Neither angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, &c. can separate them from” 
their leader and friend. They have be- 
come united to Christ, as the branch is 
to its vine: they have become members 
of the covenant of grace, and their Al- 
mighty guardian is pledged to support 
and protect them.* But we cannot le- 





* In explaining this passage, the writ-r of 
these remarks has gone apon the supposition 
that it has a direct reference te the next life. 
Such however is not his sentiment. He thinks 
that it relates to the right which the Gentiles 
acquired through the death of Christ to admis- 
sion to tue christian covenant, which right no 
power but that of Gad could take away. 
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gitimately infer from this, that they may 
not sever themselves from the true stock ; 
that they will never forfeit the privileges 
of the covenant through their own apos- 


tacy. And if this inference is not neces- _ 


sary and inevitable, it ought not to be 
drawn, since it militates both against 
the free-agency of man, and, as we shall 
see directly, against numerous passages 
of holy scripture. 

The passages that have now been 
commented upon are these usually ad- 
duced iu support of the doctrine of the 
final perseverance of the saints. That 
there are other passages likewise 
brought forward te support the doc- 
trine, will readily be admitted ; but they 
are either similar to those already ad- 
vanced, or they are of such remote 
bearing-on the subject, that it is not 
considered necessary to notice them at 
this time. The hope is indulged, that 
the remarks that have been made in 
relation to what are acknowledged the 
principal supports of the doctrine, will 
satisfy the minds of candid persons, that 
it is not the doctrine of the Bible. 

But we are presented likewise with 
a philosophical or metaphysical argu- 
ment in favour ef the doctrine of the 
final perseverance of the saints. “ Can 
it be,” it is said, “that the Almighty 
will begin the good work in the heart 
of man, and not carry it forward till it 
is accomplished? Is it consistent with 
his attributes, that he should leave it 
unfinished? Is he a changeable being, 
who will be a friend to-day, and desert 
us to-morrow?” We might reply to 
this—-“ Is not God the Father of the 
whole human family ? why then should 
he not be the friend of each individual 
of that family?” The objection implies 
that God is the friend only of a part, 
namely, that part which enters the path 
of life and perseveres therein. Is this 
in accordance with numerous declara- 
tions of holy writ, in which he is said 
to be no respecter of persons, to be 
good to all, and not willing that any 
should perish ? 

But again, there is a palpable fallacy 
in the above argument. It implies that 
God does all the work in preparing us 
for immortal felicity—that man indeed 
is a passive instrument in his hands— 
that he is ted, guided and controlled by 
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the irresistible influence of the Spirit, 
and exerts no agency whatever in the 
important business. To imply this, is 
to take for granted what will by no 
means be conceded. If indeed God 
does all in the great work, we may safely 
infer that he will not leave unfinished 
what he begins. But we deny that 
scripture warrants the assertion that 
God does all. We dispute the premises, 
and therefore are not bound to admit 
the conclusion. Scripture represents us 
as fellow-labourers and overseers with 
God. It tells us to work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling, and 
to strive to enter in at the strait gate. 
These expressions certainly imply that 
man has something to do in preparing 
himself for the heavenly inheritance. 
Aad if this is the case, the principle 
upon which the argument above is built 
is unsound. The foundation is insuff- 
cient, and the superstructure therefore 
must fall. (To be continued. ) 
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For the Christian Sernal. 
Remarks on1 Timothy iv. 1,2, 3. 


To every christian the elucidation of 
scripture is of great importance. When 
such elucidation is short, and yet com- 
prehensive, it is often extremely useful. 
The following extract from the second 
letter of Bishop Watson to Mr. Gibbon 
is, as the exposition of a prophecy, both 
clear and concise; and it will on that 
account be doubtless interesting to most 
readers. Bishop Watson’s “ Apology 
for Christianity” is a valuable work, 
and deserves a place on the shelf of 
every theologian. 


‘1 will produce you, sir, a prophe- 
cy,” says the accomplished bishop, in 
answering Mr. Gibbon’s remarks on 
the construction of prophecy, “ which, 
‘he more closely you press it, the more 
reason you will have to believe that the 
speedy coming of Christ—2.e. in their 
own times, or their immediate succes- 
sors’ times—could never have been 
predicted by the apostles. ‘Take it, as 


translated by Bishop Newton :—But 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times, some shall apostatize 
from the faith; giving heed to erro- 
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neous spirits, and doctrines concerning 
demons, through the hypocrisy of liars ; 
having their conscience seared with a 
red hat iron; forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats.— 
Here you have an express prophecy— 
the Spirit hath spoken it—that in the 
latter times--not immediately, but at 
some distant period —some’should apos- 
tatize from the faith—some, who had 
been christians, should in truth be so 
no longer ; but should give heed to er- 
roneeus spirits, and doctrines concern- 
ing demons. Press this expression 
closely, and you may perhaps discover 
in it the erroneous tenets, and the de- 
mon, or saint worship of the church of 
Rome: through the hypocrisy of liars, 
you recognize, no doubt, the priesthood, 
and the martyrologists—having their 
conscience seared with a red hot iron. 
Callous indeed must his conscience be, 
who tafficks in indulgences,—forbid- 
ding to marry, and commanding to ab- 
stain from meats. This language needs 
no pressing: it discovers at once the 
unhappy votaries of monastic life, and 
the mortal sin of eating flesh on fast 
days.”—Apol. for Christ. letter ii. 
There is no need of additional re- 
marks on so admirable a comment. 
Any one who will, fora moment, reflect 
~ on each point referred to in the prophe- 
cy, will easily perceive the excellence 
of the exposition. L. J. 


——— 
For the Christian Journal, 


Free Episcopal Church in Charleston. 


WE have long regretted the want of 
. freechurches within our own commu- 
nion, and were prompt in seconding 
the feeble attempt that was some time 
since made to found one in this metro- 
polis.” As yet, however, the poor pious 
worshipper who has not the ability to 
provide a seat in our costly buildings, 
as well as he who would occasionally 
attend on the services of the sanctuary 
were a free place provided, are in a 
degree shut out from the sanctifying in- 
fluences of those services. We rejoice 
however to find, that a more successful 
effort has been made by our brethren 
in Charleston, South-Carolina, where 
the poor of our communien wil! very 
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speedily have the gratifying privilege 
of attending the worship of Almighty 
God in the way of their fathers.—-'The 
following account of the laying of the 
corner stone of the first free episcopal 
church in the United States has been 
transmitted by a friend for insertion in 
the Christian Journal. May we not be 
permitted to hope, that this honourable 
example will soon be imitated in ail the 
populous towns of our country where 
the church is in a prosperous state ? 

~“Tne corner stone of a new episcopal 
church, to be called St. Stephen’s Clia- 
pel, was laid in a lot given for the pur- 
pose by a pious lady of distinguished 
benevolence, on Tuesday the 30th of 
September, 1823. Such of the clergy 
as could conveniently be assembled ac= 
companied the bishop to the ground, 
where having laid the stone, with a 
copy of the Book of Common Prayer, 
&c. enclosed in a cavity made in it for 
the purpose, he addressed a numerous 
and respectable assembly, in a manner 
appropriate to the occasion, and then 
implored the divine blessing on the 
work of charity thus begun. The Gloria 
in excelsis being sung, the assembly 
was dismissed, with seemingly approv- 
ing and agreeable impressions of this 
well-meant undertaking. This place gf 
worship is designed for the free use ot 
such persons as may not be able to pro- 
vide themselves with seats in the other 
episcopal churches of the city. It has 
been undertaken in consequence of the 
difficulty under which persons in the 
least favoured conditions of life were 
found to labour, of gaining comfortable 
admission to the public worship of the 
church. But few of such, eo ag 
ly, could be provided for. Many, for 
want of seats, or not having it in their 
power to defray the expense of seats, 
were found only occasional and careless 
visitors of various places of worship, or 
strangers altogether to any. In alle- 
viation of this evil, a number of pious 
ladies, at the request of the bishop of 
the diocese, about two years and a half 
ago, formed themselves into a society, 
for the purpose of providing the means 
of supporting a domestic missionary, 
and aiding ‘him, as far as might be in 
their power, in finding subjects for the 
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charity of his pastoral ministratiens, 
and disposing them to avail themselves 
of it. The Rev. Mr. Folker first, and 
the Rey. Mr. Phillips subsequently, con- 
sented to serve in this useful and inter- 
esting capacity. ‘The latter has for 
about two years performed divine ser- 
vice, and otherwise ministered as do- 
mestic missionary, with so good an ef- 
feet, as to encourage and put forward 
the design originally entertained, of 
having, with the divine blessing and 
perinission, a place of worship erected, 
for the uses of this charity. Several 
gentlemen of the different congregations 
mn the city, at the request of the society, 
readily formed themselves into a com- 
mittee of collections ; anda sum, which 
it is presumed will be adequate to the 
purpose, has been subscribed. The 
building, though small, will accommo- 
date, it is hoped, a goodly number ef 
christian worshippers, who otherwise 
might have no access to the public 
means of grace. Ina season of more 
seneral prosperity, this plan of bene- 
volence might have been executed ona 
more extensive scale. Under the pre- 
sent circumstances, however, it reflects 
honour on our community; and may be 
expected to reward its patrons with 
gratifying evidences of its usefulness. 

It is expected that the building will 
be finished in July next. It will then 
be consecrated by the name of St. Ste- 
phen’s Chapel, and be served statedly 
by the domestic missionary, appointed 
by the Charleston Protestant Episcopal 
Domestic Missionary Socicty, with the 
concurrence ef the ecclesiastical autho- 
rity. 

Another site has been given for the 
same species of charity in the north- 
west suburb of the city, by Mrs. S. Shep- 
herd, with an ample ‘lot around it. A 
chapel will be ereeted here as soon as 
circumstances will permit. The ground 
given for these churches is given in trust 
to the rectors of St. Philip’s, St. Mi- 
chael’s, and St. Paul’s churches, (or the 
bishop of the diocese in lien of one of 
them,) and their survivor or survivors 
for ever. Vacancies in the trust to be 
supplied by appeiatment of survivors. 

The following was inscribed on a 
roll deposited in the stone. 

“ The corner stone of St. Stephen’s 
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Chapel, designed as a free place of wor- 
ship, for members of the Protestant 
Episcopa! Church, laid on the thirtieth 
day of September, in the year of our 
Lord one thensand cight hundred and 
twenty-three, by Nathaniei Bowen,D D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episeopal 
Church in the state of South-Carolina ; 
assisted by the Rev. Christopher E. 
Gadsden, D.D. and the Rev. Alston 
Gibbes, assistant ministers of St. Phi- 
lip’s church ; the Rev. Christian Hane- 
kel, rector of St. Paul’s church, Rat- 
cliffeborough; the Rev. Frederick Dal- 
cho, M. D. assistant minister of St. Mi- 
chael’s church; the Rev. Edward Rut- 
ledge, rector of St. Thomas’s; the Rev. 
Wm H. Mitchell, deacen, minister of 
St. James’s, Santee; the Rev. William 
Wilson, deacon ; and the Rev. Edward 
Phillips, deacon, and domestic mission- 
ary in Charleston. The land on which 
this building was erected, was given by 
Mrs. Sarah Rassell, widow; and the 
means of defraying the expense of its 
erection were the generous contributions 
of the members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in Charieston, collected 
by a committee of gentlemen, consist- 
ing of Aaron S. Willington, John W. 
Mitchell, John F. Knox, Thomas Gads- 
den, and James S. Johnson, of St. Phi- 
lip’s church; James H. Ladson, Jacob 
Rapelye, Horatio S. Waring, M. D and 
St. John Phillips, M. D. of St. Michael’s 
church ; and E. Thayer, jun. Thomas 
G. Simons, L. E. Dawson, and G. W. 
Egleston, of St. Paul’s church, Rat- 
cliffeborougn—at the instance of the 
Charleston Protestant Episcopal Do- 
mestic Missionary Society ; the follow- 
ing ladies being the board of maz 
of that society: Mrs. S. Russell, Mrs. 
S. Dehon, Mrs. Ann Robertson, Mrs. 
Margaret Bethune, Mrs. Elizabeth Ha- 
Per Mrs. Sarah Waring, and Mrs. 
S. M. Logan. — Builder, John Gordon. 
esquire. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Reverend Sir, 


Tae period having arrived when the 
school society completes the. 

first year of its existence, the following 
report will inform you of the labours of 
the teachers and scholars connecter 
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with ihe institution. Since the com- 
mencement of the school in September, 
1822, one hundred and forty-one chil- 
dren have been admitted, viz. 76 boys 
and 65 girls; of which number 18 have 
Jeft the village, 15 from various causes 
have been withdrawn, one has been re- 
moved by death, and 107 still remain 
on the register. Of these, 54 may be 
said to be regular in attendance, ten are 
connected with the branch school, and 
the remainder are absentees, for whose 
absence no other reasons can be given, 
than the want of inclination in the scho- 
lars, and the inefficiency of parental 
authority to compel their attendance. 
The average number present through 
the year is forty. 

Ihave not been gratified by seeing 
so large a number present at school 
through the summer, asI expected: 
my own inability to attend to its duties 
was a serious injury to it; but if a res 
gular system of visiting the absentees 
could be kept up, I am confident the 
school would appear in a more flourish- 
ing condition. I cannot devote so much 
time to the perfermance of this import- 
ant duty as it demands, or the appeal 
would not be made for the assistance of 
others. 

We have had to mourn the departure 
of one of the lambs of our little fold; 
but there is reason to believe that our 
loss is her eternal gain, and that she has 
joined that blessed company which sur- 
rounds the throne of God and the Lamb. 

Since the commencement 9429 verses 
of scripture have been recited by the 
scholars from memory: the amount is 
greater, but in consequence of my ab- 
sence from the school in May and June, 
ne account of the recitations was kept 
during those months: also 250 verses 
of hymns from the Book of Common 
Prayer : and several scholars have been 
through both the scripture catechism 
and the enlarged one. 

Six Bibles, 17 Testaments, and 10 
Prayer Books, with a considerable num- 
ber of tracts, have been given to the 
scholars during the past year. 

Some of the children having been 
prevented during the winter from at- 
tending school, one of the ladies con- 
nected with the society undertook to 


teach them at her own house on Satur- 
Vor. VIL. 
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day afternoons, from February to May: 
these children, ten in number, recited 
1602 verses of scripture. Much praise 
is due to this individual for her exem- 
plary conduct and diligent attention to 
the spiritual wants of this necessitous 
part of our community. An attempt 
will be made to continue the branch 
school under the charge of its former 
teacher. 

Among the donations made to the 
school, the presentation of 12 Prayer 
Books from the Auxiliary Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society is ac- 
knowledged and remembered with gra- 
titude; and the thanks of the Sunday 
school society are tendered to those 
gpatlemen for the same. 

You have thus. presented to you a 
brief account of the labours of the past 
year. It has been with us but as the 
‘day of small things,” but cannot on 
that account be disregarded without 


slighting the injunctions of holy writ. - 


To those whose affections are engrossed 
by the objects of time and sense, whose 
portion is in this world, the simple nar- 
rative will pass unheeded; but to the 
Christian who regards the eternal wel- 
fare of the rising generation, it will be 
viewed as a pledge of the approach of 
that happy period, when the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the mighty deep—* when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ ;” for he considers that the ob- 
ject the Sunday school has in view is to 
be an instrument in the hands of God, 
of promoting the salvation of that im- 
mortal spirit, “ compared with whose 
worth the sun is a bauble, and time it- 
self but the twinkling of an eye;” to 
bring children to a knowledge of that 


God, whom truly to know is everlasting . 


life, that they may be prepared for that 
“ inheritance which is incorruptible 
and undefiled, that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for” them that love 
him. Is it considered an object of much 
importance to warn the sinner of more 
mature years of his danger, while in a 
state of enmity against God? and shall 
no kind hand be stretched out to lead 
children to that all-gracious Redeemer, 
who purchased them by his blood, and 
who has given the charge to his disci- 
Ad 
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ples,“ Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven ?” 

The church, valuing as she does the 
everlasting welfare of all her members, 
views the younger part of her fold with 
the most earnest solicitude, and has 
made the most ample provision for their 
instruction. The Sunday school is 
viewed by her as one of the outer courts 
in which her tender charge are to be 
fitted for her instruction, and finally for 
the church in heaven. 

If the brief review of our labours in 
this sacred cause shall be the means of 
stimulating any of our brethren to more 
active exertions, or draw any one into 


the cause, who has hitherto stood afar, 


off, our time will not have been spent’ 
in vain. - 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of 
the school, J. L. Harrison, superint. 
New- Rochelle, September 29, 1823. 
Rev. Lewis P. Bayann, president 
of the Sunday school society of 
Trinity church, New-Rochelle. 











Bible and Common Prayer Book So- 


ciety of the central Part of the State 
of New-York. 


Tue third anniversary of the Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society of 
the central Part of the State of New- 
York, was celebrated onWednesday the 
24th of September, at St. Paul’s church, 
in the village of Oxford, Chenango 
county. matte prayer was conduct- 
ed by the Rev. Henry Anthon, rector 
of Trinity church, Utica; and a sermon 
adapted to the occasion delivered by 
the Rev. Lucius Smith, rector of St. 
James’s church, Batavia,Genesee coun- 
ty. After the celebration of divine ser- 
vice the society met, and the president 
of the society, the Hon. M. S. Miller, 
being absent, the first vice-president, 
the Rev. L. Smith, took the faim 

Theffollowing report of the proceed- 
ings of the board of managers for the 

yast year was laid before the society. 

“ ‘The third year since the formation 
of the Bible and Common Prayer Book 


” Society of the central Part of the State 


of New-York being closed, the board of 
managers beg leave to make a brief re- 
port of their proceedings during that 
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period. In compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the board, passed at their last 
annual meeting, 1000 copies of the con- 
stitution of the society have been print- 
ed under the direction of the secretary, 
about 300 of which have been circulat- 
ed in the different counties composing 
our union. - Since the last anniversary, 
38 Bibles and 424 Prayer Books have 
been distributed; making the whole 
amount of distribution since July, 1820, 
when the society was formed, 1162 vo- 
lumes, and leaving for distribution from 
the purchases of the last year, 32 Bibles 
and 176 Prayer Books. The board has 
seen fit to extend the assistance of the 
society to other counties besides those 
in union with us. Books have been sold 
at a reduced price, or distributed this 
year, in the counties of Cayuga, Onon- 
daga, Madison, Oneida, Otsego, Tomp- 
kins, Jefferson, Oswego,and Herkimer. 
The disproportion in distributions of 
Bibles and Prayer Books can occasion 
no surprise to those who are in the 
least degree acquainted with the wants 
of the western part of this state. Owing 
to the zealous exertions of other insti- 
tutions, in holding forth the word of 
life, there is here felt a less want of Bi- 
bles than of Prayer Books. The board 
has always stood ready to distribute one 
or both volumes, as need required, or 
occasion was given, within the sphere 
of its exertions. It has thus far distri- 
buted more copies of the Prayer Book 
than of the Bible, simply because the 
demand for the former, especially on 
the part of the members of our own 
household, who have the first claim on 
our bounty and assistance, has been 
greater and more pressing. At the last 
annual meeting of the society, the for-. 
mation of auxiliary associations in the 
different counties in union with the ‘so- 
ciety, was recommended. Shortly after 
that meeting the board received the 
gratifying intelligence of the formation 
of the Female Bible and Prayer Book 
Society of Zion Church, Butternutts, 
Otsego county, auxiliary to this society. 
From this source the treasurer has re- 
ceived $43 25, and will soon receive 
an additional sum of between 20 and 30 
dollars; a fair proof of the value and 
efficiency of its aid, and a noble example 
for the imitation of the sister churches. 
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It is hoped it may rouse the zeal and 
emulation of those members of the so- 
ciety in particular, who have done no- 
thing since the last anniversary to pro- 
mote the interesting and important ob- 
jects for which we associated, and to 
which we pledged our support. The 
board have the satisfaction to state, that 
a grant of $500 has been made to this 
society, “ in aid of its permanent fund, 
op condition that the same sum be 
raised, for the same object, by the so- 
ciety.” An opportunity is now afford- 
ed us, of establishing the society on a 
firm foundation; and the board confi- 
dently trust that the members will cor- 
dially cooperate with them in securing 
this munificent grant, and in effecting 
so desirable an object. On the whole, 
the past year cannot be reviewed by us, 
without our feeling abundant cause of 
thankfulness to the Great Head of the 
church, for his favour towards the so- 
ciety’s designs. Your board would em- 
brace the opportunity, of calling on all 
the members of our association, to 
charge on their consciences the duty of 
vigorous and unremitted efforts—to 
unite in gratitude to Him, who hath re- 
deemed us by his own most precious 
blood, and in humbly and earnestly im- 
ploring his grace and blessing. 
“ Respectfully submitted, 
“ H. ANTHON, sec’ry. 
The officers and managers for the 
ensuing year were then elected. . 
Resclved, on motion, that the next 
annual meeting of the society be holden 
at ‘trinity church, Utica, Oneida county. 
The board of managers have ap- 
pointed an agent to visit the different 
counties in union with the society, for 
the purpose of collecting the funds ne- 
cessary to secure the grant of $ 500, 
mentioned in the above report. 
From the Churchman’s Magazine 
Abstract of the Journals of the Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the diocese of Connecticut, 
held at Meriden, June 4th, 1823. 
Tue convention was attended by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, about forty 
clergymen, and 45 lay delegates. 
The Rev. B, G. Noble declined being 
considered a candidate for reelection to 
the office of secretary. The Rev. Men- 
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zies Rayner was elected secretary, and 


John Lawrence Lewis, Esq. assistant. 


secretary. 

The Rev. B. G. Noble, from the com- 
mittee on the constitution, reported, 
that certificates of its adoption had 
been received from 48 parishes.. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, the Right Rev. T. 
C. Brownell delivered his annual ad- 
dress .* 


ey annual Report of the Board 


of Direction of the Society for ihe 

Promotion of Christian Knowledge. 

The board of direction of the Society 
for the Promotien of Christian Know- 
ledge beg leave to report : 

That since the last annual meeting 
of the convention, their funds have been 
exclusively devoted to tae support of 
missionaries in such parts of the diocese 
as seemed to require the aid of their la- 
bours., These have been employed 
chiefly in the eastern and western sec- 
tions of the state, and have been al- 
ready successful in reviving parishes 
which were in a state of temporary de- 
pression, and in gathering new congre- 
gations where none had hitherto been 
formed. With a view of extending the 
benefits of their labours, the board 
think it advisable still to confine their 
appropriations to missionary objects, 
unless it be a small sum for Prayer 
Books, to be put into the hands of the 
missionaries for the use of new or des- 
titute congregations. It will appear by 
the report of the treasurer, herewith 
presented, that the contributions for the 
society have been more general than at 
any former period, and that much aid 
has been received from the auxiliary 
societies which have been formed in 
many parishes.—While the board ex- 
press the ardent hope, that these con- 


tributions may continue to increase, they — 


would earnestly urge a farther extension 
of the auxiliary societies; for to these, 
composed in many cases of the young 
and active members of the church, they 
confidently believe they may look for 
a steady and regular income, which, in 
time, will be sufficient to meet the im- 
portant objects of the. institution. 

The subject of the constitution was 





*See Christian Journal for August, p 249. 
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referred to the Rev, Dr. Bronson, and 

the Rev. B. G. Noble. 

The consideration of the canons re- 
ported in 1821, was deferred until the 
next convention. 

The committee appointed to provide 
Sunds for printing the journals of the 
State and GeneralConventions, made 
the following report: 

That they find the sum to be raised, 
is about $200, and that no measure 
seemed to them so equitable as that of 
assessing each parish, according to its 
ability, to be estimated by the salary 
given to its rector or minister. They 
therefore recommend, that each parish 
be assessed at the rate of fifty cents on 
every $100, which said parish pays its 
rector, and that the clergyman, or in case 
of vacancy, the wardens of each parish, 
be requested to transmit to a treasurer, 
to be appointed by this convention, the 
sums thus assessed on their respective 
parishes. 

‘Lhe committee appointed to settle with 
the parishes in the diocese which 
had not paid their assessment for the 
bishop’s fund, 

Report, That in pursuance of the au- 
thority given them at the last conven- 
tion, to appoint an agent to visit the pa- 
rishes, and to make a settlement of the 
arrearages of said assessments, they 
appointed the Rev. Stephen Jewett to 
attend to the business. Discretionary 
orders were given to the’ agent, to 
make an equitable settlement under the 
present circumstances of the parishes, 
and he has been indefatigable in his ne- 
gociations, by letters and repeated vi- 
sits. The result of his exertions, and 


‘ those of the committee, is as follows: 


In notes from several parishes, $215; 
in cash, $647. The whole amounts 
to the sum of $862, which will be ac- 
counted for with the treasurer of the bi- 
shop’s fund. ‘The agent isin a train of 
negociation with several of the remain- 
ing parishes, and with the approbation 
of the convention, the committee will 
continue their exertions to complete the 
settlement.—Respectfully submitted. 


Puito SHELTON, 

Asuse.t BaLowin, } Committee. 

S. W. Jounson, 

The Rev. T. Bronson, D.D. the Rev. 
Asa Cornwall, and the Rev. Harry 
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Croswell, were appointed the standing 
committee for the ensuing year. 

No report was received from the 
treasurer of the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Knowledge; but it is 
understood that the disposable fund for 
thé ensuing year is about $600. 


Bishop Ravenscrofi’s Pastoral Letter. 


To the Clergy and Laity of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the dio- 
cese of North-Carolina. 


Raleigh, July 12, 1823. 

Desirous as I am, my brethren, of 
extending to all parts of the diocese, as 
early as possible, the ministration of 
that sacred character, with which, at 
your call, | have been invested, I am 
nevertheless constrained, by various but 
imperious circumstances, to put off, for 
a short season, the continuation of my 
present journey. 

It is my purpose, however, with the 
divine permission, to return as early in 
the month of August as my other affairs 
will permit, and extend my visit to the 
western part of the state,so as to embrace 
as many of the congregations in that 
quarter as possible, together with such 
others in the south-western section as 
the necessary preparations for my re- 
moval to this place, as my permanent 
residence, will permit. 

My anxiety for a personal knowledge 
of you, my brethren, is very great.— 
My sense of the awful responsibility of 
my station, precludes all minor conside- 
rations of personal ease or interest; and 
the pressing demands of the churches 
stimulate me toevery exertion for 
the general satisfaction, and for the ad- 
vancement of our Zion. Under the 
united influence of these motives, you 
may rest assured of my most speedy 
and zealous cooperation in every mea- 
sure calculated to promote the great, 
because eternal, interests committed to 
our trust. Considered in this light, the 
cause, in defence of which we are set, 
is divested of every character of a party 
question, or of aninterest separate from 
the great interest of the present and ever- 
lasting welfare of all our kind—while it 
is not divested of the influence and effect 
of those outward institutions which, as 
they are coeval with Christian hope, so 








oo Hw Ss 


g_4@aocc a 


oy 








seT we +s Se 





November, 1823. | 








are they, by divine appointment, the 
ground on which we must rest for assur- 
ance in the entertainment of it. 

Invested with this heavenly charac- 
ter, let us, my brethren, cherish its lioly 
comforts in our hearts, and adorn it in 
our lives, that we may bea “ living 
epistle of Christ, to be read of all men.” 
Thus shall we “adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour,’’ and best recommend 
our holy religion to the consideration 
and adoption of all around us. Thus 
shall the vital interests of the church of 
Christ be promoted, and the fruit being 
unto holiness, the end be everlasting life. 

Such information as may aid in the 
application of my labours to the inte- 
rests of the church, is respectfully re- 
quested from the clergy generally, and 
from such of the laity as feel.an inter- 
est in the spread of pure and undefiled 
religion in the waste places of our Zion. 

I shall fix myself in this city as early 
as I ean get possession of the house 
which I have rented; which will be 
some time in the month of December 
next.—Direct, for the present, to Boyd- 
ton, Mecklenburg county, Va. or to Sa- 
lisbury, N. C. to be left till-called for. 

Your affectionate friend and pastor, 
Joun S. Ravenscrorr, 
To the Publishers of the Christian 
Journal. 
Gentlemen, 

Ir was my happiness to be one.of the 
clergy who accompanied our beloved 
diocesan to the ship, on his late depar- 
ture for Europe. Although in the ac- 
count of the proceedings on that occa- 
sion which was published in the New- 
York Evening Post, and subsequently 
in your Journal, it is stated that all the 
episcopal clergy of the city who were not 
prevented were present, ] understand an 
erroneous impression has gone abroad 
relative to some of my brethren whose 
names do not appear: I deem ita duty 
which I owe to them to declare my 
knowledge of the fact, that every cler- 
gyman of the city who was not with us, 
was prevented either by his own indis- 
position, by sickness in his family, or 
by absence from the city; except one, 
who arrived at the dock a few minutes 
after the steam-boat had left it. © 
Your’s, &c. 





Erroneous Impression corrected, &c. $49 


Convention of New-York. 

The thirty-seventh convention of the 
diocese of New-York: met in Trinity 
church, in this city, on Tuesday the 21st 
of October, 1823. About 55 clerical, 
and 60 or 70 lay members attended. In 
the absence of the bishop, the Rev. 
William Harris, D. D. was chosen pre- 
sident. Several new churches were 
received into union. The missionary 
and parochial reports evinced a en- 
couraging progress of the church, and 
of piety within its communion. The 
bishop’s address, which he had pre- 
pared previously to his departure, was 
read; anda resolution passed, expres- 
sive of the interest taken by the con- 
vention in the successful issue of the 
design—the recovery of his health— 
for which the bishop has gone abroad ; 
arising out of strong personal respect 
and affection, and a high sense of the 
value of his services. The business was 
conducted with much harmony and 
unanimity; and the convention ad- 
journed on Wednesday evening the 22d. 
—When the journal is published, our 
usual abstract will be given: the address 
of the bishop will, we expect, appear in 
our number for December. 

Ordinations. 

On Sunday the 24th of August,1823, 
in Christ church, Philadelphia, Mr. 
Bowman,of Wilkesbarre,Pennsylvania, 
was admitted by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White to the holy order of deacons. 
And on the 22d Sunday after Trinity, 
Oct. 26, in the same church, the Rev. 
Thomas Jackson, late a minister of the 
Presbyterian denomination, was admit- . 
ted to the like order by the same right 
reverend prelate. 

On Friday the 24th of October, 1823, 


in Christ church, New-Brunswick,New- . 


Jersey, the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
acting for the absent bishop of the dio- 
cese of New-York, admitted the follow- 
ing deacons of that diocese to the holy 
order of priests, viz. the Rev. Moses 
Burt, missionary at Granville,Washing- 
ton county, and parts adjacent; the 
Rev. Algernon S. Hollister, missionary 
at Trenton, Oneida county, and parts 
adjacent; the Rev. Thomas K. Peck, 
missionary at Onondaga, Onondaga 
county, and parts adjacent; the Rev. 
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Richard Bury, minister of Christ 
church, Duanesburgh, Schenectady 
county; and the Rev. Seth W. Beards- 
ley, minister of Christ church, Sacket’s 
Harbour, Jefferson county. Morning 
prayer was conducted, and the candi- 
dates presented, by the Rev. Thomas 
Breintnall, rector of Zion church, New- 
York ; and the sermon and address de- 
livered by the Rev. Henry U. Onder- 
donk, M. D. rector of St. Ann’s church, 
Brooklyn, King’s county, New-York. 
Qn Tuesday the 4th inst. (Nov.1823) 
in Christ church, Middletown, Connec- 
ticut, the following young gentlemen 
were admitted to the holy order of dea- 


cons, by the RightRev.BishopBrownell, — 


viz. Charles I. Todd, Enoch Hunting- 
ton, jun. Ashbel Steel, and Edward 
Ives: and the Rev. Ransom Warner, 
and the Rev. James Keeler, were ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests.— 
Prayers by the Rev. R. Ives, of Che- 
shire; sermon by the Rev. Mr. Cros- 
well, of New-Haven. 


New Church. 

The corner-stone of the first episco- 
pal church in Worcester county, Massa- 
chusetts, was recently laid in Leicester. 
The address was made by the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, of Boston ; and prayer conduct- 
ed by the Rey. Calvin Wolcott, rector 
of St. Andrew’s church, Hanover. 


Accession to Missionary Funds. 


A lady in Virginia, lately deceased, 
has left a tract of land to the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Episcopal Church—the amount and 
value of which is yet unknown.—Phi. 
Recorder.—We heartily recommend 
this society to the notice of every mem- 
ber of our communion, and nope it may 
participate largely in the bequests of 
the wealthy. In another way also the 
friends of missions may add greatly to 
its funds—the laudable practice of con- 
stituting clergymen directors, managers 
for life, or patrons of societies, may be 
pursued in this with great credit to the 
constitutors and incalculable benefit to 
the dispersed flock of the church. The 
example, as we learn from a late Re- 
corder, has been set in the case of the 
Rev. Levi 5. Ives, rector of Trifiity 
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church, Philadelphia, who has recently 
been constituted a patron by the female 
auxiliary society uf that church. 


Omission rectified. 


Through inadvertence, in the list of 
trustees of the general theological semi- 
nary, in page 56 of the journal of the late 
general convention, the names of Thomas 
L. Ogden and Isaac Lawrence, of New- 
York, were omitted. 











For the Christian Journal. 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 
Version of Luke xiii. 24-—~28. 


Seek, my soul, the narrow gate, 
Enter ere it be too late; 

Many ask to enter there 

When too late to offer prayer. 


When the Lord of heaven shall rise, 
Shut the portal of the skies, 

And the wicked cry without,— 

He shall say, “1 know you not.” 


Mournfully will they exclaim, 
Lord, we have profess’ thy name, 
We have eat with thee, and heard 
Heav’nly teaching in thy word :—~ 


Vain, alas, will be their plea, 

Workers of iniquity ; 

Sad their everlasting lot,— 

Christ wiil say, ** 1 know you not.” 
JEDUTHUN, 


Version of Jeremiah iv. 19—26. 


My heart, O God, melts with dismay, 
Sad visions of the judgment day 

My soul with terror fill; 
Methinks I hear thy trumpet’s doomy~” 
Destructions on destruction come ;— 

I see thy standard still. 


My foolish people have not known 

Their God; their God will them disown ; 
Thus spoke the angry threat; 

In evil only are they wise, 

But virtue’s knowledge they despise, 
And now I bring their fate. 


Lo! at these words, the earth I view’d— 
At once it void and formless stood ; 
The heav’ns their light had lost : 
Then, as the dismal scene I trace, 
Lo! mountains tremble in their place, 
And all the hills are toss’d. 


I look’d; earth was of men bereft, 

The air hnd land were desert left, 
The cities fell to dust : 

Dissolving nature thus confess’d 

Its Maker’s presence and behest, 
His anger fierce and just. 


My heart still melteth with dismay, 
These visions of the judgment day 
Still on my mem’ry flow: 
Oh then! when sounds the trumpet’s doom, 
May I be taken to my home, 
Safe from eternal woe! 
JEDUTHUN. 
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The Mummy. 


351 


Through the politeness of the proprie- 
tor the Publishers of the Christian Journal 
are enabled to insert in this number the 
annexed plate, representing the mummy 
now exhibiting in this city. The descrip- 
tion is copied hom the papers of the day. 


We present our readers with a represen- 
tation stereotyped for the Minerva, of the 
top or front of the sarcophagus or coffin 
in which the Egyptian mummy was enclos- 


ed, presented to the Boston Medical Col- ~ 


lege by Messrs. Van Lennep & Co. of 
Smyrna, and now exhibiting at the lyceum 
of natural history in this city. Having 
had the curiosity to examine this rare 
specimen of Egyptian art and mythology, 
we were agreeably surprised to find that 
it presented none of those disgusting fea- 
tures, which accompany specimens of pre- 
served human bodies that are to be seen 
in some of our museums. The present 
mummy is the only entire one ever exhi- 
bited in the United States, and it may be 
viewed by the most delicate female with- 
out exciting the smallest disagreeable feel- 
ing. We had intended giving a particular 
account of this interesting object, both as 
a ‘matter of curiosity and of science; we 
have been spared the labour attending 
this by the able description given of it in 
the third number of the “ Boston Journal 
of Philosophy and the Arts,” from the pen 
of Dr. John C. Warren, professor of anato- 
my and surgery in Harvard university. 
This gentleman has devoted his attention 
to the operation of embalming in ancient 
and modern times, and besides the able 
article appearing in the Boston Journal, 
we understand that he is about to publish 
a separate work on thatcurious art. The 
following is the explanation which he gives 
of the characters on the top of the sarco- 
phagus, of which the annexed plate is a cor- 
rect representation. 

‘The mummy presented by Mr. Van 
Lennep to the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital, was enclosed in a large deal box. On 
opening this, the outer coffin, or sarcopha- 
gus appeared, as represented in the plate. 
It is a wooden box, seven feet long, and of 
a breadth proportioned to the length, like 


thesproportions of the human body. The. 


upper part of it is carved, in a very strik- 
ing and peculiar style, to represent a hu- 
man head; and, it appears from the au- 
thors who have described the customs of 
the Egyptians, it was iritended to be a like- 
ness of the deceased person. The head is 
covered with a striped cloth or turban, 
on the upper part of which is painted a 
globe. The face has the character which 
has P rgeen | been considered as belongi 

to the Egyptians. The skin is of a 
dish colour, the eyes black, the nose broad, 
but not badly proportioned, mouth well 
formed. The face is broad and short; it 
has a very agreeable expression approath- 
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ing to a smile-—The shoulders are invest - 
ed with a highly ornamented mantle, on 
the fore part of which the turban is seen 
depending. Below the mantle, in the mid- 
dle is seen the winged globe, by some con- 
sidered as the sign for eternity: by others, 
as the emblem of Agathodemod or Chnu- 
phis of the Greek authors, the oldest re- 
presentation of the divine power admit- 
ted by the Egyptians ;—and it may there- 
fore be believed to be significant of the 
immortality of the soul of the deceased, or 
else to be the symbol of the divine protec- 
tion. On each side of the globe are seen 
hieroglyphics. In the second compart- 
ment or tablets below the globe, we have 
the representation ofa most singular group, 
exhibiting the last judgment of the de- 
ceased and his reception by various divi- 
nities. According to Diodorus the bodies 
of every person, from the king down, under- 
went this ceremony. Two and forty judges 
were collected on the banks of the canal, 
where the relations appeared; and a boat 
being prepared, before the body was put in 
it, any one might bring forward accusations 
against the deceased, which, being ex- 
amined by the judges, if found to be true, 
prevented the bedy from possessing the 
honours of a pablic funeral; but if they 
were thought false, the accusers were se- 
verely punished; then the relations finish- 
ed their mourning, pronounced the praises 
of the deceased, and declared him about 
to enjoy a happy eternity with the pious 
m the regions of Hades, In the rolls found 
with mummies, on the coffins and in the 
tombs, this judgment is almost always 
pictured by the figure of a balance in the 
form of a cross, near which two persona- 
ges are standing, and apparently weighing 
the merits of the deceased: seeming to offi- 
ciate as his good and evil genius, each wish- 
ing to draw the scale to his own side. Fi- 
nally the scale of the good genius prepon- 
derates ; judgment is given in favour of the 
dead person, and he is then to be introduc- 
ed to the company of the gods. As a preli- 
minary to this honour, he is invested with 
some of the insignia of Osiris, if a male, and 
of Isis, if a female. 

** In this tablet, we notice six persona- 
ges on the left, who are looking to ,the 
right, and two persons on the right, look- 
ing to the left. Beside the last of these, 
that is, on the extreme right, is seen the 
balance in the form of across, with a Cer. 
berus as the evil genius sitting on its left, 
and a hieroglyphic representation of the 
friendly divinity on the right. The Cer- 
berus is seen on the left; but on the right 
of the balance appears the friendly divinity 
in person, bearing the head of a wolf. The 
figure next the balance without any gar- 
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ment than a kirtle, is supposed to be that 
of the deceased, coming from judgment, 
under the protection of a divinity who has 
hold of his hand, and seems to have taken 
him under his protection, in order to pre- 
sent him to the assembly of deities. At 
the head of these is a serpent, suppesed 
by some to have been regarded as the good 
angel by the Egyptians. Next follows the 
great Osiris, the principal deity of the 
Egyptians, designated by his mitre, and 
his staff or sceptre, the emblem of power ; 
he has the attitude of receiving the new 
comer presented to him. After Osiris 
are seen five other personages, beuring the 
heads of a dog, a baboon, a hawk, a wolf, 
respectively, supposed to be representa- 
tions of the important divinities, Anubis, 
Macedo, and others. These paintings 
therefore confirm the account of the judg- 
ment after death, transmitted to us by Di- 
odorus Siculus. 

“ The third tablet consists of hierogly- 
phic writing, arranged in columns, extend- 
ing from above downward, as was the man- 
ner of the Egyptians. 

“The fourth represents the hearse bear- 
ing the coffin of thedeceased. The hearse 
was the form of a quadruped, perhaps a 
lion; a style of furniture very much af- 
fected by the Egyptians. The coffin is 
represented as carved at the head. Below 
the hearse are four vessels containing re- 
sinous and odoriferousisubstances, employ- 
ed in embalming. At the head and foot 
are seen the tutelary hawk, or vulture, 
with stretched out wings, as if to protect 
the hearse, and between them is an eye 
with a tear, the symbol for mourning. 

“ The 5th tablet consists of hieroglyphics. 

“ The sixth, placed on the projecting 
foot of the coffin, exhibits a series of red 
and white stripes, twenty in number, which 
may be supposed to indicate the age of 
the deceased: on the base, supporting 
these, stands the tutelary hawk, surround- 
ed by hieroglyphics, and among them is 
distingyished the eye with a tear.” 

Dr. Warren goes on in the same inter- 
esting style to describe the other parts of 
the coffin, and to give a particular account 
of the mummy; but our limits will not 
permit of our making further extracts. 
The rarity and attraction of the object ex- 
hibited, will, we have no doubt, induce 
the curious, and men of science, to satisfy 
themselves by personal examination. They 
will then have a more perfect idea of the 
subject than they can derive from any writ- 
ten description. Weare satisfied that the 
time spent in viewing this unique exhibi- 
tion, will be doubly compensated by the 
rational gratification it is calculated to af- 
ford.—WV. Y. Minerva. ° 


_ To correspondents.—Melancthon will appear in our next; also several other articles prepared 
far this namber.—The convention sermon, and the ordination sermon delivered at Milton, will be 
inserted as our limits shall permit.—Favours not acknowledged will hereafter be noticed. 
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